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   When it was announced 

that Anna Florio would 

be the Class of 2017 

Valedictorian, the cafete-

ria filled with thunderous 

applause and hundreds of cheers. Everyone 

who has met Anna knows that her work ethic 

and intellect are beyond praiseworthy, and the 

official announcement that she would be rec-

ognized with this honor was not unexpected. 

Anna has been an active participant in PAHS 

life, and is not only a laudable student, but a 

well-rounded member of the Phoenixville 

community. 

  Of course, academics have played a huge role 

in Anna’s high school years, but she remained 

dedicated to a plethora of extracurriculars, 

including many service clubs. Especially nota-

ble has been her involvement in concert band 

and the pit musical, both for four years. She said, 

“I enjoy playing as part of an ensemble and con-

tributing to more complex music that 

embodies a beautiful synthesis of 

interweaving parts.” Anna played 

primary mallet percussion and piano 

at PAHS, though she’s taken private 

piano lessons for 

most of her life. 

  Along with 

music, Anna 

enjoyed her long 

swimming ca-

reer. “I’ve been a 

part of the high 

school swimming 

all four years and 

the Phoenixville 

Area YMCA 

club team for six 

years,” she said. 

Anna preferred 

to compete in 

distance freestyle 

events, and found 

swimming very 

calming: 

“It’s a 

much-

needed 

isolated 

reprieve from academics and other 

external stressors that I utilize simp-

ly to collect my thoughts.” 
  Always humble, Anna attributes 

her success to the many excellent 

teachers she’s encountered. 

“Phoenixville is truly lucky to have 

such an extraordinary teaching 

staff,” said Anna. “Collectively, 

they allot so much time and atten-

tion for their students. You can tell 

they care for both their academic 

performance and personal well-

being. I’m 

grateful not only 

for the manner in 

which they’ve 

aided me in 

achieving success, 

but for how 

they’ve aided 

every other student 

as well.” 

  Obviously, 

Anna’s numerous 

commitments and 

classes mean late 

nights and early 

mornings. Where-

as freshman year 

was more manage-

able, “by this point 

I consider it early 

to be asleep by 

midnight,” she 

said. Sometimes, 

the busy schedule 

has meant 

missing 

out on 

other ventures. “I wish I could have had time to 

pursue additional outside activities such as a 

consistent work schedule or more volunteer ser-

vice,” said Anna. “There are also courses I wish I 

had room to take.” 

  Fortunately for Anna, all the hard work paid off 

when she was accepted Early Decision to Johns 

Hopkins University. The decision to go to Hop-

kins was easy: “I felt right at home,” she said. “I 

fell in love with the Baltimore area itself after 

travelling there for numerous occasions, 

[including] an overnight visit at Hopkins last 

fall.” As of now, Anna plans to major in Neuro-

science and eventually pursue medical school, 

though she’s not entirely set on this plan. 
  For any underclassmen wanting to follow in 

Anna’s footsteps, she shared her personal recipe 

for success: “Keep working hard in all of your 

classes, but don’t get caught up in rank or others’ 

performances. Strive to do the best you can, and 

only then should you be satisfied.” No matter 

what she decides to do in the future, Anna’s dedi-

cation and self-improvement will result in 

achievement everywhere she goes. 
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Anna Florio: Valedictorian, musician, and athlete  
Written by: 

Carly Goldberg 
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Matt LoPolito: Not Shawn Mendes 

 
 
 

  Providing great words of 

wisdom, one man said, “I 

work so hard to make that 

sure I'm successful. If 

you're positive and really 

excited and enthusiastic about what you're doing, 

it's going to happen, and it's going to happen big 

time.” This, of course, is a quote from singer 

Shawn Mendes, Matt LoPolito’s doppelganger, 

but it is not unreasonable to think that the Phoe-

nixville senior might have said it. Both young 

men have achieved remarkable success in a rela-

tively short time, Matt LoPolito’s journey is very 

comparable to that of Shawn Mendes. Though he 

has significantly less girls swooning over him, 

Matt has an impressive résumé and will continue 

to positively impact the world around him as he 

moves beyond Phoenixville. 
  Matt involved himself in an incredibly wide 

range of activities during his high school career. 

He participated in Physics Olympics, Mock Trial, 

and was appointed the parliamentarian of the 

National Honor Society, where he also organized 

student tutoring. He participated in Annenberg 

Symposi-

um, in-

volving several science-based research projects 

and presentations. Matt was also a part of the 

Chester County Student Forum, where students 

from various schools met to discuss hot button 

issues to learn about perspective and acceptance, 

as well as the Superinten-

dent's Forum, where stu-

dents met with Dr. Fegley 

and administrators to dis-

cuss problems at Phoe-

nixville. “They also brought 

pizza,” Matt noted, stressing 

the importance of student-

to-administrator communi-

cation. 
  On the athletic end, Matt 

was a member of the Men’s 

Cross Country “Cult” and 

the Boys’ Lacrosse team for 

all four years of high 

school, where he served as 

the captain of the latter for 

his junior and senior sea-

sons. He also swam for the 

“best Boys’ Swim team in 

school history” for the past 

two seasons, and served as 

captain in his senior year. Describing the 

“athletic revival” of Phoenixville, Matt said, 

“Coming from Malvern, I was ready to be a part 

of a dismal, rock-bottom athletic program. It was 

the reputation, at the time. I’m not sure if we’re 

all aware of it, but we are living through a renais-

sance of sorts in Phoenixville. It was cool to be a 

part of three boys’ teams that grew, developed, 

and dramatically improved.” 

  Alongside his extracurricular achievements, 

Matt has repeatedly established himself in the 

classroom. His favorite classes were AP Statis-

tics and AP Literature. Matt credits his love for 

these courses to their teachers, Mr. Weinstein 

and Mr. Hoffman, respectively, stating “I think in 

high school a class can only be as good as the 

teacher teaching it.” Due to skipping a grade in 

elementary school and differences in Mal-

vern’s curriculum, Matt ran out of humani-

ties and English courses to take for his senior 

year, resulting in only three high school 

classes being added to his schedule. To make 

up for the lack of content, Matt took college 

courses at Bryn Mawr College twice a week 

throughout his senior year. Also, this year, Matt 

achieved his goal of becoming a National Merit 

Finalist. 

  Next year, Matt will be attending the 

University of California, Berkeley to 

study environmental engineering. 

Matt speculates that his future will be 

“fun, probably super intimidating,” 

but he does not know what his specific 

career will be after college -- whether 

he will advance into the industry as an 

environmental consultant, go to grad 

school to study environmental law, or 

something completely different. “My 

head is basically exploding everyday,” 

he said, regarding his eventual career 

choice. “I’m sure eventually I’ll be 

forced into one path and the decision 

will be made for me.” 

  Reflecting on his time at Phoe-

nixville, Matt is proud to have left a 

“small, but measurable positive im-

pact” on the community, citing the 

times he dressed up as Elmo to enter-

tain kids as a significant personal 

achievement. While many students 

may feel held back by the small size of Phoe-

nixville, Matt believes in the exact opposite, 

stating “A small community has really opened 

my eyes to the impact an individual can have on 

a large group of people. If I would have went to a 

larger high school, I’m not sure I would have had 

the same leadership opportunities. I think the size 

of the community is perfect for empowering 

young leaders.” While Matt is nervous to go 

from a class size of 300 to nearly 8,000 and upset 

to leave behind his parents and dog (his brother, 

Drew… not so much), he is eager for the oppor-

tunities that lay ahead. 
  To underclassmen, Matt LoPolito provided 

some words of advice: “Whatever you do, don’t 

let your personal inhibitions get in the way of 

doing something you really love. There were a 

lot of opportunities I feel like I missed out on in 

high school because I was always worried about 

things that just weren’t important. At the end of 

the day, I think it’s important to be well- rounded 

rather than exceptional in one field. That’s what 

high school’s all about. It’s a time to not only 

figure out who you are and establish a base for 

college, but also to make mistakes and try new 

things, before anything is consequential.”  

Written by: 

Miles Noecker 

Anna celebrating Christmas.  

Photo courtesy of Anna Florio 

Anna being supported by swimming 

teammates Victoria Brousseau, Emilie 

Ritter, Katy Fleming, Sarah Baker, 

and Emily Holmberg. 

Photo courtesy of Anna Florio 

At her final band concert, Sarah 

Baker holds Anna with Emilie 

Ritter and Emily Holmberg.  

Photo courtesy of Anna Florio 

Anna standing proud with her 

parents in the PAHS cafeteria at 

decision day in April. 

Photo: Lorraine Kelly 

The resemblance may be 

uncanny, but no, they aren’t 

the same person. 

Photo: Kaleigh Quinnan 

The LoPolito family: the golden 

child, Matt, his brother, Drew, his 

mom, Rebecca, and his dad, Dan, 

posing in Philadelphia.  

Photo courtesy of Matt LoPolito 

Matt with friends Kaleigh Quinnan, 

Tara Greenwood, and Quinn Vollmer 

before their senior prom. 

Photo courtesy of Matt LoPolito 
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  To some, going into the 

military is scary, and going 

into the Marines is fright-

ening. However, senior, 

Ashli Banks is doing just 

that. Ashli will be taking 

the brave and valiant step to serve our country by 

enlisting in the Marines. 

  Ashli always knew she wanted to join the army 

and three years ago she started looking into join-

ing. Ashli said that she wanted to join the Ma-

rines since she “wanted a challenge, and the Ma-

rines is the biggest challenge.”  Since you can’t 

join the military until you are 17, Ashli signed up 

the day after her 17th birthday.   

  Despite the obvious anxiety associated with 

going to a new place with new people, Ashli says 

that she is really excited to serve.  She said, 

“[I’m] very excited. I have wanted this for three 

years now.” Ashli said that she got the desire to 

serve her country from other Marines: “seeing 

their pride inspires me to want to be a better 

Marine, and a better person.” 

  Ashli is currently training to go to boot camp. 

Every Saturday Ashli works out with fellow 

Marines in preparation. Although Ashli is nerv-

ous for boot camp, she thinks it will be fun. She 

is leaving on July 10th for Parris 

Island, South Carolina. 
  It is obvious that Ashli is a very 

strong person and knows what she 

wants. She gets her everyday drive 

from one of her idols, Sergeant Mor-

ris, her Marine recruiter. Ashli said, 

“Sergeant Morris is very inspiration-

al. I look at him and think ‘that is 

what I want to be.’” She also ex-

plained how Sergeant Morris is al-

ways supportive and kind to 

her with what she pursuits 

outside of the Marines, and 

has even attended some of 

her track meets. 

  Ashli ex-

pressed that 

since she is a 

female, “Guys 

are sometimes 

taken back by 

the fact that I 

am a girl and I 

want to be a 

Marine, but they are really 

encouraging. I think I get 

respected more because I am 

a girl.” 
  Outside of her passion to 

serve our country, Ashli is a 

pretty normal girl. She loves 

running and has 

competed on both the 

track and cross coun-

try teams. On the 

weekends she even 

runs with her trainer. 

Ashli lives with her 

mother, her sister Kayla, 

and brother Noah. Her 

father lives in Florida. 

Ashli’s parents are very 

supportive and are 

proud of her decision to enter into the Ma-

rines. 
  At PAHS Ashli enjoyed forensics, which 

she hopes to someday pursue in the military. 

Her favorite teacher is Mr. Curley. Ashli 

said,“Mr. Curley is the man. To this day he 

still edits my papers even though I don’t 

have him anymore.” 

  As Ashli is getting ready to graduate, her 

advice to freshmen is to get involved in as 

many activities as possible. Ashli expressed 

that she wishes that she got involved in more 

activities throughout high school since time 

goes by so quickly. Although Ashli is excited 

to leave high school, she says it is a bitter-

sweet moment since she had some really good 

times at Phoenixville and will miss her friends 

and family. 

  Ashli expressed that she ultimately wants to be 

remembered for her drive, and her passion for the 

Marines. Without a doubt, Ashli Banks will be 

remembered for that, and much more. 

Written by: 

Gabrielle  Dato 

Ashli Banks: Future Marine 

 
 

     Physics genius, exem-

plary student, and fearful 

cross country runner, senior 

Alex Seidel is an accom-

plished student here at Phoenixville with a 

promising future ahead of him. 

  Like most of us, Alex has progressed 

through the early years of Phoenixville edu-

cation, starting all the way back at the Kin-

dergarten Center, then advancing to PAMS 

and successfully completing his years here at 

PAHS. The transition from middle to high 

school was a rough path for Alex. In fresh-

man year, Alex found himself struggling to 

adapt to the high school way of life. Alt-

hough this may have been a low point of his 

education, it sparked Alex’s motivation and de-
termination to succeed in the 

upcoming years. 
  Alex has set an example of success here at 

Phoenixville, being one of only a few Na-

tional Merit Finalists, acquiring the rank of 

Eagle Scout, gaining acceptance to the pres-

tigious University of Pennsylvania, and 

winning first place at the Prelims of the 

National Youth Physics Tournament in 

2016. These are just a few accomplishments 

that exemplify Alex’s success. 

Alex has also really enjoyed his 

time with the Physics team, as 

Physics is his favorite subject. 
  Whenever Alex gets a break 

from school he enjoys the fun of 

board games, watching profes-

sional sports, and spending time 

with his friends and family. 

Speaking of family, Alex’s big-

gest inspiration in life is his fa-

ther, Kurt. “Leading by example, 

he has really helped me under-

stand what I needed to become 

successful and has helped me 

become half the man he is 

today,” he said. Alex will be 

taking a trip to Germany this 

summer where he will get to 

spend time with family before he 

heads off to college in the fall. 
  Like most student-athletes, Alex 

has followed a strenuous daily 

routine involving all things school 

and sports. On most days, Alex 

found himself training at cross 

country practice until 5 p.m., only 

to be booked with homework for 

the rest of the night. “Running on 

the cross country team was a fun 

experience and I highly recom-

mend joining,” said Alex. 

He had a bright start to his 

senior cross country sea-

son, but was inhibited by a 

major injury early in the 

season. During one of the 

first races of the season, Alex shattered a bone in 

his foot which left him in a cast for several 

months. Unlike most athletes, who would have 

given up the sport completely, Alex made an 

effort to continue showing up to practice and 

slowly getting back to form. There was no guar-

antee that Alex would race again, but Alex made 

a commitment to stick with the team and contin-

ued training with hopes of competing late in the 

season. 

  Surprisingly, after months in crutches, Alex 

found himself back on the streets and to the sur-

prise of his teammates, coach and himself, he 

competed at the District 1 Cross Country Cham-

pionships and ran an outstanding race to wrap up 

his high school career. 
  Alex has some wise words for underclassman 

who strive to be successful in 

school: “Try not to stress too much 

and trust that everything is going to 

be okay, and always give it your 

best shot.” 
  Next year Alex will be attending 

the University of Pennsylvania 

where he will continue his studies 

in physics. In the meantime, Alex 

will get to sit back and relax this 

summer, knowing that the best is 

yet to come.  

Written by: 

Aaron Hin 

Alex Seidel: Boy genius 

Ashli Banks becoming a United 

States Poole under the Delayed Entry 

Program. 

Ashli (center, second row) at a 

Marine training program. 

Ashli practicing shooting 

with an M4. 
Photos courtesy of Ashli 

Banks 

SSGT Johnathon Morris escorting 

Ashli at the track senior day. 

Alex Seidel setting up an experiment 

with the Physics Team in his junior 
year. 

Photo courtesy of Alex Seidel 

Alex picking strawberries with his 
father, Kurt, and his sister, Sophie. 

Photo courtesy of Alex Seidel 

Alex finishing strong at a track 
and field meet against Upper Perk. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Alex with his mother, Rachel, 

and father, Kurt, after receiving 
the Eagle Scout ranking. 

Photo courtesy of Alex Seidel 



 
 

   

   Whether it’s from his 

music, his outgoing per-

sonality, or his rants on 

social media, you have 

probably heard of senior Karl Farelice. Born 

in Port-Au Prince, Haiti, and moving to New 

Jersey when he was just two years old, Karl 

grew up knowing he was destined for big 

things. 

  Karl moved to Phoenixville with his parents 

during his sophomore year because his mom 

had gotten a new and better job. When he first 

moved here he wasn’t a 

very well-known person. 

However, when he 

joined the Phantom foot-

ball team his legacy truly 

began. Always making 

people laugh with incredibly ridiculous com-

ments, he fit right in. Playing offense and defen-

sive tackle, Karl says he enjoyed his time while 

on the team and his favorite memory was “when 

I caught a pick during practice.” 
  Karl gained popularity fast, but it wasn’t until 

people found out 

that he was a rapper that his 

name became known by almost everyone in 

school. He said it originally started with poetry: 

“I wasn’t a rapper originally. I used to perform 

at my old high school as a poet, but when I 

moved here I found a 0/100 beat and started 

flowing to it, and that’s when I decided to be-

come a rapper.” Karl has released four EPs to 

date named “Letter to The World,” Inner-

sayain,” “Bars off to Mars” 

and “Bars off to Mars 2.” His 

longest EP to date “Boys Just 

Want To Have Fun,” has just 

been released. With many 

memorable songs like “Super 

Villain,” which he performed 

at the black history assembly, 

or the intro to his first EP, 

“Bars off to Mars Intro,” Karl 

is on his way to rap stardom, 

fame, and money. 
  Despite the popularity of the 

aforementioned  songs, his 

favorite is “The Cannons,” a 

song about love and loss. He 

says the inspiration to write 

the song was “when I was sad 

about a girl.” In the heartbreak-

ing lyrics Karl describes a girl 

that he was always there for, but 

the same love wasn’t returned. 

Karl wanted to let everyone know 

that he is open to collaborate with 

anyone, but they should know he 

takes everything seriously. 

   Another way Karl entertains 

people with a Snapchat story 

named “Karl’s Story Time” which 

is notorious for it’s no-holds-

barred savageness. Whether he’s 

roasting someone, addressing po-

litical issues, or just letting out 

some steam, Karl’s honesty and 

filter less content is something 

everyone should get to experience. He says he 

got the inspiration from a YouTube vlogger 

named Casey Neistat. 

  Karl is also striving to achieve academically, 

and he will be attending the University of Pitts-

burgh-Bradford in the fall, majoring in psycholo-

gy and music technology. Karl has a great work 

ethic. He’s been known to spend long hours 

studying for a test, so it's no wonder he got into 

the school he did. 
  Whether it’s his play on the field, hitting the 

books, or spending time in the studio, Karl Fare-

lice is a very well-rounded individual who will 

continue to make people laugh by just being 

himself. He’s a hard worker and there is no doubt 

that he will continue to succeed in life. Karl 

wants everyone to know that “If you want to do 

something you love, do it with passion. Even 

when everyone laughs at you. Keep pushing. It’ll 

pay off one day or 

even really soon, you 

miss the shots you 

don’t take.”  

PAGE 4 THE PURPLE PRESS VOLUME 13; ISSUE 7 
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  At PAHS, the name Taylor 

Patania is practically synon-

ymous with singing; she 

participates in almost every 

singing group at PAHS and her stand-out tal-

ent is widely recognized. Taylor’s career at 

Phoenixville is indisputably impressive, but 

this senior is eagerly waiting to start her future 

and begin to share her talent with the rest of 

the world. 

  High school is often cited as the time where 

students find their calling. As soon as you 

walk through the doors as a freshman, you’re 

pressured to get involved and be active in 

clubs, sports, academics, and the many other 

programs that are always eager to acquire new 

members. Sometimes, it’s extremely hard to 

find exactly what you’re most passionate about 

in a school overflowing with opportunity. This 

is the struggle that Taylor faced for the first 

two years of her high school experience. 

  “I’ve never been good at sports and I’m no 

brainiac,” Taylor said, “but I can really stand out 

in music.” 

  Singing has always been a passion of Taylor’s, 

but her performing career here at PAHS began 

when she was in tenth grade. Under the guidance 

of Dr. Carp, Taylor began to branch out and 

became a more active member in multiple sing-

ing groups. She took to the spotlight well, and 

has been one of the most notable singers in 

PAHS since. She’s a member of Concert Choir, 

Advanced Women’s Choir, Vocal En-

semble, and Vocal Fusion. She also 

competes in choir competitions and has 

recently competed in the 

district choir competition. In 

this competition, the best 

singers in the district battled 

for a spot at the regional 

competition. Taylor admits 

that competing against such 

talented singers was intimi-

dating, but she managed to 

secure one of the ten availa-

ble spots at regionals. Taylor 

also takes her talent to the 

stage and has starred in the 

productions of “Les Miséra-

bles” and “Sister Act” here 

at PAHS. 
  In order to keep herself 

motivated and to perfect her 

talent, Taylor has looked 

towards 

many men-

tors in the 

Phoe-

nixville 

community. Choir teacher Dr. Carp, who 

passed away last year, was a massive 

source of inspiration for Taylor when she 

first began to become more involved in 

singing. 
  “She’s one of my favorite women ever,” 

said Taylor. 

   Ms. Darby, one of the middle school 

choir teachers, is also one of Taylor’s role 

models. 
  “She’s helped me grow so much as a 

performer,” Taylor said of Ms. Darby, 

“She’s one of my best friends.” 

   Taylor interned with Ms. Darby 

for her senior internship was 

ecstatic to be able to spend more 

time with her. 
   Outside of school, Taylor’s 

talent is equally as unique, especially in her fami-

ly. Her parents were both athletes in high school, 

and her younger brother, Connor, who is now in 

tenth grade, participates in several school sport 

teams. 
  “I’m kind of the odd one out because 

no one in my family can sing,” Taylor 

said, “My brother is really sporty and so 

were my parents, and then there’s me.” 

  Even though Taylor may be the only 

one in her family who can sing, they 

support her endeavors and are equally 

excited for her future. 

   After graduation, Taylor plans on 

attending Kutztown University to study 

music education and vocal performance, 

and then transfer after two years to a 

school in New York City to further 

study performing. Taylor hopes to be 

able to perform for the rest of her life, 

and her ultimate goal  is to get on 

Broadway. Taylor plans on dreaming 

big and facing her future fearlessly. 
   Even though Taylor is excited to start 

chasing her dreams and goals for the 

future, she’ll never forget her time at 

PAHS. Phoenixville’s principles of 

determination and fearlessness helped to 

inspire Taylor to step 

out of her comfort zone and pursue her passion 

for singing. She credits the school with helping 

her to find her place and motivating her to pursue 

her dreams.  

Written by: 

Meghan O’Neill 
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Taylor Patania: Singing her way to success  

Karl #69 during a matchup 

against PJP.  

Karl and his prom date Sierra Jones, 

with friend Max Gilmore and his date.  

First peek of Karl’s next album, 

“Boys Just Want To Have Fun.” 

Photos courtesy of Karl Farelice 

  Taylor with her friends Aubrey 

Valenteen and Elyse Langan before 

prom.  

Photos courtesy of Taylor Patania 

Taylor with her mom, Missy, dad, John, and 

younger brother, Connor at the shore. 

Taylor strutting some on stage sass while performing 

with 2016 Vocal Fusion  members Catherine Riggins, 

Maddie Hadfield, and Foenix Fain in Nashville. 

Senior Catherine Riggins, junior 

Ashlyn Duda, and Taylor performing 

at the 2017 spring choir concert. 

The three musketeers: Seniors 

Alaina DeLeone, Karl, and 

Dakota Graham posing at the 

senior award banquet. 
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  Notoriously upfront and 

outspoken senior Dymond 

Robertson is readying 

herself to depart from 

Phoenixville and go on to 

doing bigger and better things. Dymond is one of 

the most well-known and liked students at Phoe-

nixville. What will we do without her?   
  Dymond has been heavily involved throughout 

her high school career at Phoenixville in all sorts 

of things. She serves on the Superintendent Fo-

rum, participated on the track and cheerleading 

teams, was involved with the club Destinations 

with Directions and served as a teacher's assistant 

to a lot of teachers, mainly Mrs. Hudgins. As for 

outside of school Dymond says, “I  like to cook 

and bake. I really like doing makeup and watch-

ing Netflix- that’s a lot of fun. I also enjoy sing-

ing, even though I can't.” 
  Where does Dymond get the inspiration to par-

ticipate in so many school activities? She ex-

pressed that a lot of her inspiration comes from 

her family who are her primary support system. 

She lives with her two siblings, her mother, and 

her stepfather. She is the oldest of all her sib-

lings, and the shortest. Dymond says, “My broth-

er and my mom are my best friends. My little 

sister is my twin. And my stepdad is the joker.” 
  Besides her family, Dymond gets inspiration to 

get through every day because she 

can’t wait to leave the Phoe-

nixville area and graduate high 

school. Many seniors see gradua-

tion as bittersweet, but not Dy-

mond. Dymond says she is 

“excited and delighted to finally 

get out of high school and leave 

Phoenixville.” Despite 

her eagerness to leave, 

Dymond also 

had many fun 

experiences at 

Phoenixville. 

She says her 

favorite high 

school 

memory was 

from her jun-

ior year pep 

rally before 

Homecoming. 

After cheering 

and dancing, 

she, along 

with the other 

girls from the class of 2017, 

competed and won the Pow-

der Puff game after a lot of 

hard work and practice pre-

paring. 

  Dymond loves being a sen-

ior. She expressed that the 

best part of being a senior is 

senior privilege. 

“Coming into school 

late totally comes in 

clutch,” she says. Dymond 

also loves being a senior 

because she really enjoys all 

her senior classes, especially 

Ceramics. Her favorite class 

of all time was Forensics in 

her junior year. She enjoyed 

it so much that she is a teach-

er's assistant with Mrs. 

Hudgins and plans on 

studying Forensics in 

the future. 
  Upon graduating Phoenixville Area High 

School, Dymond plans on attending college at 

West Virginia University where she will be stud-

ying Forensic Science and Chemistry. Dymond 

chose to attend West Virginia University because 

of its accredited forensics program that will pre-

pare her for a job soon after leaving. Her dream 

job is to use her forensics skills to work on on-

scene investigations. 

  Dymond has some advice for freshman. She 

says, “High school sucks. Try to take all your 

hard classes your first two years to make it not 

suck as much.” She also advises the underclass-

men to be mindful of student traffic in the hall-

ways, and to sometimes bring their 

own lunches some days since, “the 

lunches suck. The food is fake. 

People need good food.” 

  Without a doubt, Phoenixville will 

miss Dymond and her unique, out-

spoken personality. She says that her life motto is 

to “live life to the fullest” and she can’t wait to 

meet new people and explore and travel. We all 

wish Dymond Robertson luck upon entering this 

new phase of life and hope she achieves all her 

goals.  

Dymond Robertson: Cheering to leave high school 

Mitchell Coll: Good goalie, swell guy 

 
 
 
 

  To the average student, 

Mitchell Coll may appear to 

be just another rosy-cheeked 

face in a crowded hallway. 

But to those who know him, he is among the most 

hard-working, humorous, and positive students in 

the school. One of the most underrated seniors at 

Phoenixville, Mitch Coll has made his mark in 

high school and looks to continue his success at 

college. 
  In the classroom, Mitch most enjoyed Spanish 1 

and 2 with Señor Joy, as well as Pre-Calculus 

with Mr. Hughes, even though he said he “wasn’t 

good at” either subject. He enjoyed his time with 

Ms. Nice, who taught him how to play piano and 

trusted him to babysit her kids. Throughout his 

time in high school, Mitch has participated in 

Model UN, TV Club, and JROTC, where he won 

Cadet of the Month in February of his senior year. 

On the athletic end of the spectrum, Mitch has 

been on the track team for all four years of high 

school, and served as the kicker for the football 

team for two seasons; he even played basketball 

as a 

freshman. 

  However, 

Mitch’s most 

significant 

high school 

achievements 

have been on 

the soccer 

field. As the 

goalie, he was 

captain of the 

soccer team 

for his junior 

and senior seasons and was selected for First 

Team PAC in his senior year. Regarding soccer, 

Mitch said, “At a young age I think I understood 

the game better than most kids. I had a real pas-

sion for it.” At ten years old, Mitch’s passion for 

the game led to him volunteering to fill in for his 

travel team’s absent goalie. In one of the most 

memorable games of his life, Mitch did not let in 

a single goal. From then 

on, he knew he wanted 

to be a goalie. Despite 

his mom’s concern for 

his safety, Mitch worked 

hard at the position and 

found considerable suc-

cess. 
  When it came time to 

start considering colleg-

es, however, Mitch re-

ceived little attention 

from scouts and recruit-

ers, and even fewer of-

fers. “It was super frus-

trating,” he said. “I 

worked the hardest in my 

life just to try to get to 

D2.” With only a few D3 

offers, Mitch took his 

fate into his own hands. 

He reached out to a recruiter from a small Divi-

sion II school in Buffalo, New York called 

Daemen College. Describing the school, Mitch 

said, “I had never heard of Daemen College, 

nobody has. They don’t have a great 

reputation. Last year they went 2-14, 

but I didn’t care.” The recruiter invited 

him to train with the team in Buffalo 

for a day and, after working the hardest 

he had ever worked in his life, Mitch 

was offered a spot on the team for next 

season. Describing the moment, Mitch 

said, “I felt like all my hard work had 

finally paid off. Believe in yourself and 

everything will work out.” 

  Next year, Mitch looks forward to 

being the goalie for the Daemen Wild-

cats, where he said he hopes to “help 

turn the program around,” alongside a 

new coach and thirteen other new re-

cruits, with the ultimate goal to become 

the Division II National Champions. 

Mitch will also be studying business 

administration, with a minor in sports 

management. Similar to Mr. Gionta, 

Mitch wants to be a sports director for 

a high school, with the long term goal 

to become the athletic director for a 

major university. 

  With a six hour drive between Phoe-

nixville and Daemen, Mitch believes he is in 

for a rough transition. “Phoenixville is really 

all I know,” he said. “I didn’t think I would 

miss it going into senior year, but now I’m not 

sure what I’m going to do with myself.” De-

scribing himself as a “momma’s boy,” Mitch is 

also nervous to leave his parents, Charlene and 

Tim, and his brother, Nick, but looks forward 

to having them visit to see him play collegiate 

soccer. “The next chapter is always scary,” 

Mitch said, “but wherever life takes me, I think 

I can handle it.” 

  Mitch wants to thank Dr. Parkinson for 

“really caring about the students” and “making 

Phoenixville a place that people enjoy coming 

to.” For underclassmen, Mitch provided some 

words of advice: “Go through all your four 

years and make it the best you can. You only 

get high school once and when you look back, 

it’s gone. Live it up, all the way to graduation, 

because you’ll miss it.”  

Written by: 

Miles Noecker 

Written by: 

Gabrielle Dato 

→SENIORS← 

Dymond and her mother stopping 

for a picture on Senior Day. 

Best friends since middle school, 

Danielle Marosek, Natalie Woods, 

and Dymond Robertson pose before 

prom.  

Hannah Resuta, Destiny Blume, and Dymond 

pose for a picture on college decision day. 
Photos courtesy  of Dymond Robertson 

Mitch committing to Daemen College, 

accompanied by his parents, Charlene and 

Tim Coll, and his soccer coaches, Mr. 

Cesarski and Mr. Flamer. 
Photo courtesy of Mitch Coll 

Mitch (center) with seniors Colin Hook 

(left) and Phil Meszaros (right) after a 

victory on Senior Night. 

Photo courtesy of Mitch Coll  

Mitch preparing for the 2016 Homecoming 

football game as the kicker. 

Photo: Lifetouch 



   

  Catherine Riggins, oth-

erwise known as Cat, is a 

senior at Phoenixville 

Area High School whose 

presence will be missed after her graduation. 

Her eccentric and open personality showcases 

her most recognizable feature: her smile. She 

is never seen without generating a huge smile 

and warm presence. But what makes Cat who 

she is? 

  Cat attributes her personality mostly from her 

family and her parents. The youngest of five, 

with much older siblings (William, Fred, 

James, and Joan), she has grown up with a 

backbone of love and support. There is always 

someone 

from the family at one of her concerts or 

shows. Cat stated, “I would rather be happy 

than sad. I just think that everyone shouldn’t 

be mean and hold grudges; it’s easier to be 

nice.” 

  Cat has been heavily involved in the arts 

here at the high school. She is the president 

of the Concert Choir, participated in Ad-

vanced Women’s Choir, Vocal Ensemble, 

Concert Choir, and also has been a member 

of Vocal Fusion for two years. She said, “I 

had a great experience in Vocal Fusion. It’s a 

great way to meet 

people you’re not 

usually around.” 

Cat thinks she 

has definitely 

become a better 

performer. She’s been in 

the last three musicals, 

starring as Fantine in 

“Les Miserables” in 

2016, and a fantasy 

dancer as well as a nun in 

“Sister Act” in 2017. Outside 

of school Cat expresses her 

love for the arts through 

Facetime Theatre in the sum-

mer. She has so much pas-

sion for music that she re-

cently interned under the 

direction of Mrs. Nice, the 

choral director. 
  Cat recognized Mr. Gamble, 

Mrs. Nice, and Mr. Coyne as 

her favorite teachers because Mr. Gamble is 

great man who keeps a fun and entertaining 

class, Mrs. Nice is a true inspiration, and Mr. 

Coyne is a fantastic teacher who she was hap-

py to have for two years. 
  One of her funniest high school memories is 

when senior Matt Branch asked her to Home-

coming at lunch in front of the whole 

cafeteria freshman year. She said, “At the 

time it was very scary, but it’s now fun-

ny.”  The best thing about this year is that 

she’s a senior and it feels like this year 

has gone by smoothly (except for being hit on by 

a old man while at the hospital). 

  Cat will be attending Temple University in the 

fall. She said she picked Temple because “it has a 

lot of opportunities that you get from being in a 

city school. It was definitely the cheapest, and 

yeah, I just love the campus. I can see myself 

there.” Cat will be majoring in occupational ther-

apy at the College of Health. 

  Her advice to the underclassmen is to “Be open 

to meeting new people, be nice to everyone, and 

have a good time.”  And she leaves us with her 

motto, “A day without laughter is a day unlived.”  
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Catherine Riggins: PAHS sweetheart 
Written by:  

India Knight 

 
 
 

  There is always the one stu-

dent in school that everyone 

knows. Senior Matt Branch is 

that person at PAHS. Whether 

it is his crazy Instagram antics, his performance 

on the football field, or his outgoing personality, 

Matt is a staple of the PAHS community. 
  Matt has gone through all four years of his high 

school career at Phoenixville Area High School 

and throughout his time here he has experienced 

some of his favorite classes. Chemistry with Mrs. 

Cordingley, English class with Ms. Trievel, and 

Spanish with Mr. Joy were just a few of Matt’s 

favorite classes. “My Spanish class was one of 

those really bad classes, but it was still really fun 

overall,” stated Matt. With favorite classes also 

come some of Matt’s favorite teachers in the high 

school, including; Mr. Laise, Mr. K, Mrs. Cord-

ingley, Coach Acosta, Mr. Stavenski, 

and Mrs. Lees. Matt mentioned that 

his greatest achievement while in high 

school was getting on the honor roll 

during his ninth grade year. 

  Outside of the academic side of 

school, Matt has been a part of the 

football team and has even been given 

a prestigious honor among seniors. 

Matt states that his biggest football 

accomplishments are being able to 

play when he goes off to college, and 

starting as a sophomore defensive end 

on the team. And while most people 

cannot even imagine speaking in front 

of a small class, Matt has been voted 

to speak at Baccalaureate on June 8th. 

Matt said, “I think it is really cool that 

I got voted to speak 

because it shows that 

the seniors want me to 

speak for them.” 

  When away from the walls of the high 

school, Matt loves to hang out with his 

friends, go to hockey games or basket-

ball games, and altogether chill out. He 

enjoys going to the beach for the multi-

ple things to do. Matt also has a pro-

found love for “Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles” and “Shrek.” He loved the 

turtles growing up as a kid and that 

love never faded away. His love for 

Shrek is not because he likes the mov-

ies; it is based on the qualities both he 

and the ogre share. “We both fart a lot 

and we are clean to a point, but not 

very high on hygiene. I guess you can 

also say, like an ogre, I have layers,” 

Matt said. 
 Matt is also well-known for an Insta-

gram live streaming event called the 

Matt Branch Bathroom Experience. He 

came up with the idea on winter break 

when he decided to start live streaming 

while he was going to the bathroom. 

The streams started to gain more atten-

tion due to the amount of time he was 

on the toilet talking, and from his cat 

Butterfinger, 

which stole 

the show. 

  Following his high school career, Matt will 

be attending King's College to major in Early 

Childhood and Special Education. He is plan-

ning to continue his football career while at 

college. After college, Matt plans to come 

back to PAHS to teach and coach football to 

the students that were in the position he once 

was. Even though Matt may be graduating 

and moving on to bigger things, he leaves 

behind some advice to underclassmen: “Do all 

of your work. I know I may not be the biggest 

role model for doing work, but if you keep on 

it then you will be able to progressively wind 

down in higher grades.” 
  Next time you are on Instagram, make sure 

to drop by Matt’s stream to say hello to him 

and Butterfinger, and listen in on his crazy 

antics.  

Written by:  

Austin  Powers 

Matt Branch: The man with layers 
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Cat as Fantine in the 2016 spring 

musical, “Les Misérables.” 

Photo: Mike Lantzy 

Defensive end, #84, Matt Branch in 

the game against Pottstown. 

Photos courtesy of Matt Branch 

Matt in his signature pink hat 

and turtle shirt, tweeting on 

Phantom Nation. 
Matt and Butterfinger 

share a moment together… 

in the bathroom. 

The Riggins tribe: Parents (Bill and Karen) and 

siblings: Joan, William, Fred, James, and Cat. 

Photo courtesy of Catherine Riggins 

Cat posing with Emilie Lemon for 

their senior prom.  

Photo courtesy of Catherine Riggins 

Cat and sophomores Allison 

Lutschaunig and Hope McGinnis 

feeling elated after seeing “Waitress” 

the musical in New York City. 

Photo courtesy of Catherine Riggins 

Matt going in for a tackle during a 

game against Pottsgrove. 
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Tim Bateman: From PAHS to Pisa 

 
 
 

  Imagine spending your 

summer in the wide open 

fields of middle Europe, 

surrounded by nature. 

More specifically, imagine your summer 

chilling on a vineyard, making wine, selling 

wine, and everything in between. These are the 

plans of Tim Bateman, a senior lacrosse player 

who has decided to take a year off after high 

school to work in Europe, outside of Pisa, 

Italy, for eight months at a vineyard. After the 

eight months he will attend West Chester Uni-

versity to study international  business. 

  Tim will be traveling to Italy on August 21st 

to work at a vineyard, doing, “anything from 

field work, to selling wine, to helping custom-

ers on the vineyard,” he said. Of course, this 

kind of work is hard, but Tim sees it as an 

opportunity just to take a year off from school, 

and practice the art of viticulture. This interest 

in working on a 

vineyard was able to 

be fulfilled when he 

came across the 

opportunity on a 

website called 

workaway.info. Tim 

will live at the fami-

ly vineyard where 

he will be working 

for the eight 

months. He will also 

be exploring other 

places in Italy, like 

Rome, while he is 

there. “I’ve always 

wanted to travel all 

my life. This is the 

perfect time to do it, 

in between high 

school and college,” 

he said. 

  Apart from work-

ing on a vineyard, Tim 

has other hobbies, such 

as being a fan of back-

packing 

and hiking, 

cooking, hanging out with 

friends, and definitely 

working at Hog Island. 

Travelling to Italy will be 

Tim’s first time outside of 

the country, so he’s eager 

to see what life will be like 

there. He’s also a huge 

history fan, with his favor-

ite classes being all around 

the subject; his favorite 

teachers include Mr. 

Phipps, Ms. Goodwin, Mr. 

Varady, and Mr. 

McLaughlin. 
  Tim Bateman is also a 

long-time PAHS lacrosse 

player, as a goalie. La-

crosse is a huge part of his life, and as 

Tim said, "This team was one of my 

best high school memories, from 

having a 0-16 season last year to 

being 10-9 this year. It was a great 

thing to achieve." He will miss Coach Mittnacht 

and the rest of the lacrosse team 
  Tim Bateman is extremely lucky to be able to 

go on such a unique experience 

after he departs from PAHS, and 

even though he will be leaving a 

lot behind, like his family, history 

teachers and the lacrosse team, he 

will be able to experience life from 

a whole new perspective while 

working in Italy. Before leaving 

Phoenixville on his grand adven-

ture, however, Tim leaves us with 

one last piece of life advice: “Get 

your work done early, be good in 

school, and even though you may 

be excited to leave, when the time 

comes, you won’t want to leave 

high school.”  

Written by:  

Scott Armstrong 
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   West Chester University is 

going to gain a bright and 

enthusiastic student. Everyone 

who knows Ellie even a little 

knows that her smile can light up a dark room, 

especially if she’s dancing, or singing with her 

ukulele. At West Chester, Ellie plans to major in 

elementary education and minor in dance. 
  Ellie’s favorite high school memories were 

made in the auditorium during Theatre Guild, a 

club here at the high school. “All the upperclass-

men were so amazing and welcoming and funny, 

and definitely for that to start my high school 

career [as a freshman] was the best,” she said 

about the people in the club. Ellie was involved 

in many PAHS productions, including “Great 

Expectations,” “The Green Bird,” “Hairspray,” 

and “The Drowsy Chaperone”; she also dances in 

the Blob Fest every year. 
  Ellie’s face lights up whenever dance is men-

tioned. She had a lot of influence to be a dancer 

because of her mother, who is a dance teacher. 

Ellie is very serious when it comes to her dance 

career, and she even got the lead in her produc-

tion this year at Feet First. She has been dancing 

for 15 years, and she doesn’t plan on stopping 

anytime soon. When she gets older she wishes to 

continue her career in dance, whether it is just 

taking classes or teaching 

them. 
  In fact, Ellie and senior 

Krista Grammerstorf 

started the Dance Team 

here during their sopho-

more year. “It wasn’t 

easy, because we were 

practicing in hallways 

and back gyms. We 

danced in hallways a lot 

because we weren’t giv-

en rehearsal space be-

cause we were technical-

ly a club, not a team; we 

weren’t a priority,” Ellie 

said. Then, the 

team gained more 

credibility with 

time, and they 

started getting 

real rehearsal 

space and practic-

ing in the LGI in 

the middle 

school. Krista and 

Ellie choreo-

graphed the 

dance routines together with their 

16 members. They performed at 

events like Mini-THON and the 

Homecoming pep rally. 
  Other than dance, Ellie spends a 

lot of her time singing and playing 

her ukulele, with the influence of 

her father, a music teacher. “If I 

have 10 minutes in my day 

to sit down with my ukulele, I will take it. Some-

times I will stay up for like an hour, like from 

twelve to one, even if I have school the next 

day,” Ellie said. She has a very busy schedule, 

juggling school for seven hours, dance for six 

hours, and the gym for another hour, plus other 

jobs like babysitting and helping an elderly wom-

an, whom she adores. 

  However, Ellie still manages to find time for 

herself and her music, as well as her passion for 

photography. She loves to take pictures and 

many say she has an eye for it. Ellie even did an 

internship with Mrs. Spina involving the subject. 

Ellie’s favorite teachers throughout high school 

are history teacher Mrs. Moak and English teach-

er Mr. LaLuna. She would always go to Mrs. 

Moak for advice and support, and Mr. LaLuna 

provided Ellie with motivation she needed.   
  Ellie’s wise advice for the underclassmen as she 

leaves the school is this: “If you’re stressing 

about something, think about if it’ll matter in five 

years, and if it will matter in five years, keep 

stressing. If it won’t, then don’t stress about 

it...It’s no big deal. High school will go by a lot 

faster than you think, and while a day can take 

forever, four years can take a minute.”  

Ellie Chittick: The real dancing queen 
Written by:  

Hayley Barvitskie 

Ellie Chittick and her mother, 

Julie Chittick, dancing in 2004. 

Ellie in her dance, 

“Beautiful Mess.” 

Ellie sitting on the ram statue of West 

Chester University, where she will be 

studying in the fall. 

Toddler Tim smirking at the 

camera while lounging in an 

inner tube. 

Photos courtesy of Tim Bateman 
Tim protecting the net during 

a lacrosse game. 

Tim and senior Jory Haskell 

exploring an abandoned site. 

Senior friends: Natalie Woods and Tim 

smile during the senior tailgate at the 

PAHS upper turf lot. 



 
 
 

   

   Boy scout, singer, and... 

real-estate agent? Though 

senior Josh Saeger was 

involved in an array of 

activities here at the high school, mostly involv-

ing our auditorium, he is torn between going into 

real-estate, or environmental sciences and sustain-

ability at Muhlenberg College this fall.   
  Most people know Josh for his infatuation with 

the Illuminati and his low voice range. Josh en-

joys singing and performing, and was involved in 

Theatre Guild, Vocal Ensemble, and Vocal Fu-

sion. The acapella group, Vocal 

Fusion, was Josh’s first experience 

with acapella so he said the audition was 

“stressful; I didn’t have an audition song the day 

of the audition so they sent me back into the hall-

way to think of one, and I came back and I just 

faked it and I didn’t think I would get in.” Even 

though he just joined Vocal Fusion this year, Josh 

has been in choir and 

Vocal Ensemble for a long 

time, so he was the perfect 

fit. 
     Musical theatre has 

also always been an inter-

est for Josh. “I was really 

into theatre before I 

moved here. I was in a 

community, local theater 

when I was a kid, and I 

did musicals and stuff but 

they were for the 

church or the 

middle school,” 

he said. Josh has 

been involved in 

the musicals, “Les 

Miserables,” and “Sister Act” at PAHS. He 

loves both theatre and singing, and musical 

theatre marries the two. 
   Most don't know that Josh is also a big part of 

the community because of Boy Scouts. Josh 

recently went from a Boy Scout to an Eagle 

Scout, which is the 

highest rank in 

Scouts. In order to 

achieve this goal he 

had to do an influen-

tial service project. 

He decided to run a 

clothes drive in the 

area for Cradles to 

Crayons.  He was 

looking for 100 

donated coats, but 

using good advertis-

ing skills and Face-

book, he received 

over 200. 

  Josh has enjoyed his time here at the high 

school. Some of Josh’s favorite classes have been 

Physics with Mr. Gamble, Environmental Science 

with Mr. Phipps, and English class in 

general. Mr. Phipps’s class is the 

reason he is debating going into 

environmental science and sustaina-

bility. It made Josh want to sell tiny 

houses to help the environment be-

cause it satisfies both his will to help 

the environment, and his love of 

selling houses. 
  Josh’s advice to the underclassmen 

is “Once you get to senior year, you 

forget how long high school was, so 

you should really focus on enjoying 

junior year especially, because jun-

ior year is just so great.”  

PAGE 8 THE PURPLE PRESS VOLUME 13; ISSUE 7 

Joshua Saeger: Scout by day, performer by night 

Written by:  

Hayley Barvitskie 

 

   Legs weak from 

running and 

drenched in sweat, 

senior Natalee Ser-

watka makes her way across the 5k line. 

Far ahead of any of her fellow cross coun-

try runners, instead of crossing the finish 

line worn out, she finishes with a smile. 

Natalee does not just care about the win, 

but always tries to obtain a 

new personal record, like she 

did at Districts when she got 

a personal record of 19:12 

for the 5k. That speed put 

Natalee in the limelight for cross country, but 

that’s not all she has done at PAHS 

  Why does Natalee run? Although Natalee does 

not feel that running is her biggest passion, she 

said running is “something that I really enjoy.” 

 She started running just last year. Natalee played 

basketball and lacrosse in freshman year and did 

not do any sports sophomore year. Last year in 

the spring the cross country team 

had a meeting and she 

went to it and said, “I’ll do it. I wasn’t into run-

ning really, but I just got into it when I started.” 

   From there, she attended practices in the sum-

mer and fall where she would run for hours and 

do faster and shorter track workouts, all to be 

ready for the next cross country meet. With all of 

that preparation and dedication, Natalee started 

winning.  She said, “Running is so weird because 

sometimes when 

you cross the 

finish 

line 

you’re 

so ex-

hausted that you need 

to lie down com-

pletely, then other 

times you’re just 

happy and you finish 

with a smile.” 
  Balancing school, 

home life, and cross 

country is tricky, but 

she also managed to 

be Vice President of 

Student Government. 

In Student Govern-

ment, the main event 

they worked towards 
was the Veterans 

Day program which 

took place in Novem-

ber.  After that came 

the Impact Awards and the 

Wall of Fame.  For the Impact 

Awards, there was much fund-

raising by selling 50/50 tickets 

at the boys’ basketball games 

and each officer of Student 

Government had to go out to 

the community and try to get 

sponsors.  The Im-

pact Awards cere-

mony went even 

better than they did 

last year.  Last, was 

the Wall of Fame 

ceremony. This 

year’s inductee was 

Doc Kennedy. 

 Overall, this year's 

Student Govern-

ments functions were a huge success. 

  Other than cross country and Student Govern-

ment, Natalee was a volunteer as a junior coach 

for Girls on the Run at Barkley. Towards the end 

of cross country season she would volunteer eve-

ry Tuesday and Thursday. In December they had 

their 5k in Downingtown where all of the girls 

and Natalee raced. When she ran alongside some 

of the girls she encouraged 

them to keep running and end 

the race strong. Overall, she 

noted that it was “a great experi-

ence. It’s just very fun because 

it’s about running, and learning 

how to run, and getting in 

shape, but it’s also about body 

image, respecting yourself, and 

respecting others. It feels good.” 
  Finishing her high school 

career with a smile, Natalee is 

planning to major in exercise 

science and nutrition at Ship-

pensburg University, because 

they offer a good education 

while still having a promising 

running program. She advises 

underclassmen to “be on top of 

your school work, but don’t put 

too much pressure on yourself.” 

This girl on the run will contin-

ue on her stride to greatness.  

Written by:  

India Knight 

Natalee Serwatka: Girl on the run 
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Seniors Eva McDonnell, Natalee, and 

Karly Burton dazzling at prom pictures. 

Photos courtesy of Natalee Serwatka 

Natalee, seniors Eva McDonnell, and 

Morgan Whitman looking ecstatic outside 

of the Sacré-Coeur in France during the 

Europe trip. 

Natalee posing for a family photo with her 

brother Garrett, dog Mavis, and her father, 

Garry. 

Denmark exchange student Josie Morgen, 

Natalee, junior Sophie Bierly, and senior 

Johnnie Cunningham holding the baton of 

greatness after completing their relay at a 

home track meet. 

Josh with an instrument stuck on his 

head in “The Taming of the Shrew.” 
Photo: Mike Lantzy 

Josh with his mates: sophomores 

Noah Bloom and Colin Proctor in 

“Les Misérables.” 

Photo: Mike Lantzy 

Josh and senior India Knight 

when Josh earned his Eagle 

Scout. 

Photo courtesy of Josh Saeger 

The boys of Vocal Fusion: 

Josh Saeger, and junior 

Jared Desjardins. 

Photo: Mike Lantzy 

http://www.sacre-coeur-montmartre.com/english/
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Amanda Monachelli: Entrepreneurship-bound environmentalist 
 
 
 

  Senior Amanda Monachelli 

is the definition of a dedicat-

ed Phoenixville student; she 

is extremely involved, in and 

out of school, and always 

pushes herself to excel in every area of her inter-

ests. She has continually pursued her passions 

and shared her enthusiasm and talent with the rest 

of the community as well. There 

is no question that Amanda has 

helped transform this school and 

community, and inspired her 

peers to take action to change the 

world around them. 
  Amanda has always cared for 

the environment. From a young 

age, Amanda realized that we 

need to protect and care for the 

world we live in. The fact that 

some people carelessly harm the 

environment frustrated and con-

fused her, so she decided to do 

something about it. Amanda 

worked with East Pikeland Township in order to 

temporarily shut down Spring City Road, a noto-

rious litter spot, in order to create a road cleanup 

crew. She gathered friends and family and got to 

work beautifying the polluted street. As a third 

grader, Amanda quickly became one of Phoe-

nixville’s youngest environmentalists, and the 

event was such a success that she began to host it 

every year. The tenth annual Spring City Road 

Clean-up was hosted this past spring. 
  This project was just the beginning of Amanda’s 

community-based environmental crusade. Her 

success with the Spring City 

Road Clean-up inspired 

Amanda to continue to give 

back to the environment, and in the tenth 

grade, Amanda started her own environ-

mental protection club at PAHS: the 

Clean-up Club. The club has organized 

numerous events to help give back to the 

environment, like the EnviRUNment Fun 

Run, tree-plantings, and more road beauti-

fications. The club’s impact is 

not only visible from the out-

side though; just this year, the 

club raised enough funds and 

support to install a water bottle 

filling station in PAHS to help 

cut down on the amount of 

plastic water bottles the stu-

dents use. Through the club, Amanda has 

been able to share her passion with others 

and inspire her peers to do their part in 

giving back to the place they call home. 

  Amanda is not only an environmentalist and 

club leader, but an athlete too. Amanda has been 

playing on the Phoenixville Girls’ Tennis team 

since her sophomore year. She loves the individu-

ality of the sport and always enjoys the competi-

tiveness on the court. Amanda cherishes the bond 

that she shared with her teammates and the inde-

structible team spirit. 
  “I love how everyone contributes to 

the outcome of the match!” she said, 

“The girls are great and I just enjoy 

being with them.” 

  Amanda always rose to the 

challenge during her matches 

and was one of the hardest-

working players on the team. This past 

year, Amanda moved up to the varsity 

third doubles spot and served as a team 

captain, inspiring the team and making amazing 

memories. 
  Outside of school, Amanda enjoys being with 

the people most important to her, specifically 

her family. She shares a close bond with both of 

her parents Barb and John, and her dog Scooby. 

They all love spending time together and go on 

a family vacation to the beach every year. Her 

parents inspire her to work hard to accomplish 

her dreams and pursue her passions. 
  “They always encourage and support me. They 

come to all of my tennis matches, come to fund-

raisers, and only want me to be the best I can 

be,” said Amanda. 

  Amanda plans on attending the University of 

Delaware and majoring in entrepreneurship and 

technology innovation. 

  “I’m so excited for the future,” she said. “The 

thought of being an entrepreneur is honestly so 

thrilling. I’d be lying if I said there was a day that 

I didn’t think about it.” 

  She is eager to explore career possibilities in 

entrepreneurship and aspires to be an innovator 

and a pioneer, much like she was here at PAHS. 

She credits Phoenixville with helping her to find 

her voice and passion for service. 

The community has served as her 

inspiration since her first clean-up, 

and will continue to inspire Aman-

da to share her love of giving back 

as she begins to pave her way for 

the future. 
  “Phoenixville has made me the 

person I am today,” she said, “It 

has provided me with memories, 

values, and friendships that will last 

a lifetime.”  

Written by:  

Meghan O’Neill 

→SENIORS← 

 

    

   Whether you 

have seen him 

putting in work 

on the track, on 

piano, guitar, or volunteering, 

senior Calvin Mattox can be found throughout 

Phoenixville participating in a wide variety of 

activities. Calvin has four siblings: a biological 

sister, two non-biological sisters and one non-

biological brother. He is a very involved stu-

dent here at PAHS, works as a camp counse-

lor, and helps people with landscaping. 
  Calvin participates in a wide variety of activi-

ties and clubs at the high school and at home. 

Calvin is a member of the Destinations club, 

which helps students find the right path after 

high school, the Winter Track club, and the 

Track and Field team. Additionally, Calvin 

enjoys playing the piano, guitar and recording 

music at home. Calvin even ran his own club 

for three years. The Phantom Outreach Project 

allowed students to help around the school and 

get involved with volunteering 

in other school districts. 

Calvin’s favorite and most 

memorable part of 

high school was Mr. 

Coyne’s volunteer 

project. In the project, 

Calvin did over 25 

hours of community 

service, many of 

which were spent 

helping out with 

Mini-THON. 
  Calvin hasn’t always 

gone to Phoenixville; 

he used to be a stu-

dent at Spring-Ford until he changed schools after 

his freshman year. Since coming to Phoenixville, 

Calvin has gone to PAC Championships for track 

every year. He is one of the best mid-distance 

runners that Phoenixville has to offer, and never 

shies away from work. This year Calvin focused 

on the 800 meter, while also running in lots of 

relays and occasionally the 400 meter. Calvin 

loves the tactics of racing, “Track is a game of 

chess. Each move will make or break a victory,” 

he said. 
  After high school, Calvin plans on joining the 

Marines and he eventually plans on 

becoming a paralegal. Despite being 

nervous about the uncertainty of where 

he will be stationed, Calvin is very 

excited to enter the Marines and contin-

ue his education. Calvin said he is excit-

ed to continue his education as both a 

civilian and marine. 
  Calvin’s advice for underclassmen is, 

“Stick with the work, keep doing the 

work. If you don’t do the work, you will 

fall off and it’s going to be hard to get 

back up.” Calvin was a very active and 

friendly student at PAHS and will be 

greatly missed.  

Calvin Mattox: Runner, student, humanitarian 
Written by:  

Kerry Halloran 

Calvin with some of his 

extended family. 

Photo courtesy of Calvin 

Mattox 

Hope, Robert, Vera, Elizabeth, 

and Calvin Mattox. 

Photo courtesy of Calvin Mattox 

Calvin finishing second against 

Upper Perk in the 800 meter. 
Photo courtesy of Calvin Mattox 

Calvin and senior Sal Tadeo celebrating 

decision day in the  PAHS cafeteria with 

Calvin’s mom and dad. 

Photo: Lorraine Kelly 

Amanda at the University of Delaware, 

where she’ll be attending this fall. 

Photo courtesy of Amanda Monachelli 

Prior to plummeting into the 

dunk tank at the Homecoming 

carnival in 2016, Amanda 

smiles for the camera. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Amanda with her mom, 

Barb, and dad, John. 

Photo courtesy of Amanda 

Monachelli 

Amanda saying goodbye to 

her dog, Scooby, before 

leaving for the prom. 

Photo courtesy of Amanda 

Monachelli 



 
 
 

  Whether it’s her crazy hair-

styles or her obsession with 

water bears and sticker Thurs-

days, if you’ve met senior 

Johnnie Cunningham, you know her as a high-

spirited, unique individual. However, there is 

more than meets the eye when it comes to John-

nie. Her near fluency in Spanish and her talents in 

track are some of the things that make her stand 

out at PAHS. 

    One thing you may have noticed about Johnnie 

is her drastic change in funky hairstyles. Her hair 

used to be long, but with it being so thick and 

fluffy, the summer before sophomore year she 

decided to cut it all off. Johnnie’s hair has 

evolved since then and she currently has the sides 

of her head buzzed, which is her favorite hairstyle 

so far. She also sometimes does something fun 

with her hair and either puts it in a braid or in two 

pigtails. 

  Johnnie’s quirkiness definitely stands out at 

PAHS. One thing in particular that makes her 

unique is something she made up called 

“Sticker Thursdays.” Sticker Thursdays started 

with a track team pasta party at Olive Garden, 

where it became a competition to see who could 

get the most stickers from the kids menu on 

each other without the other person noticing. 

Thursday was the night before their meet, so 

on that night during Johnnie’s sophomore 

year with the track team, a tradition called 

“sticker Thursdays” was born. Following that 

evening, whenever anyone from the track 

team remembered to bring stickers, the stick-

er competition would carry on during school. 

One day, Johnnie was even able to get an Olaf 

sticker on Mr. Gianni’s back during second peri-

od, and it ended up staying there the rest of the 

day. 

  She may be funky and funny, but Johnnie is also 

very hard-working and dedicated to her education 

here at Phoenixville Area High School. She has 

impressively been progressing in the Spanish-

speaking world since her days in elementary 

school. Although 

some people would 

say she is fluent, 

Johnnie describes 

herself as proficient 

in Spanish. She is 

currently in Spanish for Native Speak-

ers, which is the highest level of Span-

ish a student is able to take at PAHS. 

She was able to jump ahead because of 

Spanish immer-

sion, where all her classes were taught in Spanish. 

She then tested up a level her freshman year so 

that she could start out in Spanish 4. 

  Johnnie lives with her mom, stepdad, and step-

sister Molly.  Although her dad and her aunt 

speak a little bit of Spanish, Johnnie mostly 

learned the language in school, starting in ele-

mentary school with vocabulary. She loves and 

enjoys Spanish because it’s such a beautiful lan-

guage. She said that “The language is so much 

more graceful” [than English] and “English is 

such a blocky language and Spanish just flows.” 

Aside from Spanish, Johnnie also enjoys Calcu-

lus. Although she describes herself as “really bad 

at math,” she explained that it makes the class a 

lot more rewarding when she gets the hang of it. 

  Johnnie also enjoys Biology class, and has an 

obsession with water bears. If you’ve had any 

classes with Johnnie, you’ve probably heard 

about this unique obsession before. Johnnie has 

been obsessed with these fantastic microorgan-

isms since 7th grade. What makes them so special 

and interesting is that they can withstand ex-

tremely high and low temperatures and maintain 

perfect health. This interesting species can sur-

vive over 10,000 times more radiation than we 

can, with no adverse effects, and can survive for 

over 200 years with no water in their body. John-

nie will pursue a biology major at the University 

of Pittsburgh and then go into the medical field. 

 This fall she will room with fellow PAHS seniors 

Jess Eldridge and Marcy Donatelli. 

  Many of us will remember Johnnie after high 

school for her fun and quirky style and personali-

ty. Although she is a hard worker and keeps her-

self very busy, she still manages to bring out her 

creative side and a positive and friendly attitude 

on a daily basis.  Her advice to underclassmen: 

“Get involved- it's so important that you try a 

sport and join a club, even if you're bad at it. 

Keep trying until you find something that you 

love, and it will be so worth it.”  

PAGE 10 THE PURPLE PRESS VOLUME 13; ISSUE 7 

The joyous and jovial, Johnnie Cunningham 
Written by:  Lorraine 

DiMauro 

 
 
 

  Senior Matt Tweedie is 

involved in a little bit of 

everything; science, the 

arts, community service, 

and leadership are all a 

regular part of his schedule, not to mention that 

he is the reigning Prom King alongside Prom 

Queen Emilie Ritter. Matt’s high school career 

has been filled with a wide variety of experienc-

es and extracurriculars that prepared him for the 

future. 
  Along with taking physics courses during the 

year, Matt participated in both Physics Olympics 

and The United States Association for Young 

Physics Tournaments (USAYPT). This year’s 

project was a geyser, which took a lot of time 

and effort from the team members. “We spent a 

long time in the beginning looking into what 

would theoretically happen,” said Matt, 

“and then we built a model. We ran 

into a lot of issues with the pressure 

and containers, but eventually we were 

able to create a functional model and 

collect data that was important to our 

experiment.” 
  Additionally, Matt is a very involved Eagle 

Scout. He was an elementary school Cub Scout, 

bridged over to Boy Scouts, and then earned the 

rank of Eagle Scout his junior year. Matt said, 

“To get your 

Eagle Scout you have to earn 21 merit 

badges, an Eagle Scout service project, 

be active in your troop, and demonstrate 

leadership. For my project we planted a 

prayer garden on 

Church Street. I did 

that all in one day. In 

total, I and everyone 

who helped did 

about 200 service 

hours.” Since then, 

Matt earned extra 

levels on the Eagle 

Badge, called Eagle 

Palms. 
  Band has also 

played a large role in 

Matt’s time in Phoe-

nixville. “I 

started playing 

an instrument 

in fourth 

grade. I played trombone all 

the way up until ninth grade. 

[Then] when I joined the 

marching band, they asked me 

to play tuba... I stuck with it and made it 

my main instrument.” For his junior and 

senior years, he was accepted into District 

Band and Orchestra and Regional Band 

on tuba as well. 

  An athlete as well, Matt began swim-

ming for the YMCA at age ten, and swam 

for the high school boys’ team. 

“Normally I swim the 200 IM, the 100 

breaststroke and the 100 butterfly,” said 

Matt. “Sometimes I was put in a medley 

relay. My favorite stroke is breaststroke.” 

  With all of this extracurricular commit-

ment, Matt said he faced the large chal-

lenge of “managing all my time. I do a lot 

of things and I’ve been trying to balance 

a schedule and make sure I have time to get 

homework done and actually sleep.” Fortunately, 

he had enjoyable classes to look forward to: “I 

really enjoyed calculus with Mr. Chiofolo and 

Physics with Mr. Jennings,” Matt said. 

  Next fall, Matt will be attending Penn State 

University Main Campus to major in Engineer-

ing, though he is deciding between Mechanical, 

Aerospace, and Nuclear. Matt said, “Penn State 

has an amazing engineering program and a great 

alumni network. Whether I’m looking for an 

internship or job opportunities, there’s always 

someone, somewhere that you can reach out to.” 

He is contemplating a minor in Tuba Perfor-

mance as well, and hopes to continue marching 

band in college. 

  To younger students, Matt shared this advice: 

“Don’t be afraid to try new things. You might not 

be great at everything, but there will be some 

things you are good at. Because you gave it a 

shot, you have a talent you didn’t know about.” 

From his varied leadership, community service, 

academic, and artistic experiences, Matt is sure to 

find success in all his future endeavors. 

Written by:  

Carly Goldberg 

Matt Tweedie: Prom King, Eagle Scout, future engineer  

→SENIORS← 

Matt relaxes in his hammock at 

Scout camp. 

Photo courtesy of Matt Tweedie 

Senior Emilie Ritter with Matt, 

our 2017 Prom King and 

Queen.  

Photo: Lifetouch 

Matt practicing prior to his 

final band concert. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Matt pole vaulting at a track 

meet against Upper Perk. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Johnnie at her mother, 

Maureen’s, wedding with her 

stepsister, Molly, and stepfather 

Brian in November 2016. 

Johnnie and her stepsister, 

Molly, at a color run for 

Molly’s elementary school 

in early May. 

Johnnie gives senior Grace 

Kiernan a piggy-back ride 

at college decision day. 

Photos courtesy of Johnnie 

Cunningham 

Johnnie as a little tyke, 

cheesing in a shower cap. 
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  Senior Hannah O’Leary 

may be quiet, but her pas-

sion for art and music 

speak volumes. Known for 

her thoughtful silence, 

Hannah’s love for the arts has shaped her high 

school career. She has been very active, if not 

loud, during her four years here at PAHS. 

  The primary extracurricular Hannah has enjoyed 

was band. “I didn’t join in fourth grade because I 

didn’t really think about it, but then in fifth grade 

I thought it was so cool that those people could 

play instruments. I was too afraid to ask for sev-

eral years,” said Hannah. In  middle school, Han-

nah began her involvement in band. 
  Hannah became more and more a part of band 

life, playing in marching band, indoor percussion, 

jazz band, pit orchestra, and concert band. “For 

jazz and pit I play guitar, for marching and percussion I play 

snare drum, and for concert I play 

percussion,” said Hannah. She 

most enjoyed “being part of a 

collective sound and actually 

being able to influence it.” 
  In addition to music, Hannah has tak-

en art classes every year. “It’s given me 

something to express myself through,” 

she said, “and it’s given me more confi-

dence because I feel like I have a skill. 

It’s inspired me.” Her art often explores 

themes of mental illness and persever-

ance. Hannah’s favorite classes were 

AP Music Theory and Art Major. “My 

favorite teacher of all time is Mr. 

McAdams, he’s been the most 

supportive teacher I’ve ever 

had,” she said. 

  Hannah has also demonstrated 

her dedication to veganism during her 

high school career. “I started being 

vegetarian in sixth grade,” she said, 

“[and] I became vegan in ninth grade... 

It’s something 

I’m really pas-

sionate about; I 

care how we 

treat other spe-

cies that aren't 

just human spe-

cies.” 

  After much 

debate, Hannah 

decided that her 

future school 

would be West 

Chester University: “I’m going to major in 

Studio Art. It was actually a really hard 

decision between University of the Arts 

and West Chester, because I received a 

$22,000 scholarship for Excellence in 

the Arts. It still would have been more 

expensive than West Chester, though.” 

Cost aside, her college choice allows 

for a continued career in music as well, as West 

Chester has a marching band she plans to join in 

the fall. 

  To underclassmen, Hannah advises a good work 

ethic. She said, “Start strong and work hard. If 

you don't think you can do something because 

you’re not smart enough, then work really hard. I 

don’t think of myself as a really smart person, but 

I know I’ve had to study really hard since sixth 

grade.” 

  Hannah also advised aspiring artists, as she said, 

“Draw from life because that really improves 

your skill. I used to draw something that looks 

nice but not want to take risks and mess it up, but 

when you start to take risks you get so much 

better. You can add a lot of really cool things into 

your art and change it for the better.” Her talent in 

the arts has given her a means of self-expression 

and will allow her to continue her creativity for 

years to come. 

Hannah O’Leary: Artist, musician, and vegan 

Sal Tadeo: Not just horsing around 
   

 

 

   If you see him during 

school, you may shrug him 

off as an average student, but 

senior Sal Tadeo is much 

more than average. Whether 

it be gaming or playing polo, Sal is a unique and 

talented individual. Sal was born in Morelos, 

Mexico and lived there for eight months. His 

family then moved to Georgia, then to South 

Carolina, and finally to Phoenixville PA in 2001, 

where he has spent the majority of his life. Sal 

has always lived with his parents, but may soon 

get his own apartment as he goes off to college. 

  Most people in Phoenixville don't even know 

what polo is, let alone play it. Sal got into Polo 

when he was just six years old. He says he started 

by playing with his father's polo equipment. “My 

father loved to play polo, so did my uncle and 

also a lot of my family. I got into it one day when 

my father saw me playing with his equipment and 

he asked me if I wanted to learn how to play and 

I said yes, so that's how it all started,”  Sal said. 

“Polo’s a complicated sport, it’s called the king's 

sport. We have to wear a lot of protection be-

cause if the ball were to hit you it [could be go-

ing] 100 MPH.” 

  Most Americans 

are unfamiliar with 

the rules and goal in 

polo. Sal explained, 

“There are four 

players and you’re 

supposed to ride 

horses and hit the 

rubber ball with 

mallets into the 

fence post until you 

score five points.” 

Sal plays the third 

position, which he 

says is “basically 

the quarterback of 

polo. I play offense 

mostly. I used to 

play second, which 

is the worst position 

because you have to 

play a lot of offense 

and defense.” There 

are many places that 

you can play polo in 

the United States, 

but Sal says he likes 

to play in “Aikens South Carolina 

because they have very large play-

ing fields. I also play in Maryland 

and have also played once in Rhode 

Island.” 
  Polo is a very fast-paced sport and 

most riders have personal horses 

they use. Sal said his first horse was 

named Victor: ”[Victor’s] father 

was a professional jumping horse, 

but sadly we had to put him down. 

Currently I’m using a horse named 

Minute who is two years old and he 

is still a work in progress.” 
  When not playing polo, Sal has 

been a very dedicated student and 

he has had a lot of great teachers in 

the years he has spent at Phoe-

nixville, but there were a few that 

he cherished the most. He 

said, “Some of my best 

teachers would be in elemen-

tary school and at least two in high 

school.  In elementary school it 

was my kindergarten and first 

grade teachers. My kindergarten teacher's name 

was Mrs. Riccio and she and her assistant were a 

very nice ladies. My favorite teacher of all would 

be [high school math teacher] Mr. Rutchauskas. 

I’ve seen him more as a father figure to me; he is 

always trying to push me forward and make sure 

I get things done.” 
  When it comes to the future, Sal has it all 

planned out. He said, “I plan on going to commu-

nity college first before transferring to a bigger 

school like Auburn or Slippery Rock. I want to 

get the core classes out of the way so I can just go 

right into my major which is Criminal Justice.” 

 Sal’s final words of advice to the underclassman 

are to “Make sure to always turn in all of your 

work. If you don’t, it gets harder and harder each 

year.” Whether it be horsing around or working 

as a member of our justice system, Sal has a very 

bright future.  

Written by: 

Brandon Simes  

Written by: 

Carly Goldberg 

→SENIORS← 

Sal and junior Hayley 

Barvitskie before their prom. 

Sal and his cousins: Jose, Louis, Sal, 

Alejandro, Maria, Ana (sister), and Louis. 

Photos courtesy of Sal Tadeo 

Sal playing polo in Aikens, South 
Carolina, on his horse Chicle. 

Hannah performing on snare 

drum with the marching band. 
Photos courtesy of Hannah 

O’Leary 

Senior Maggie Shillinger and Hannah 

playing snare feature in the indoor 

percussion ensemble.  

Rainbow Head, media: 

graphite and pen.  

Cuddle Fish, 

mixed media.  
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#1– Zach Lindley’s trumpet  #2– Chris White’s sports jersey #3– Austin Powers’ tattoo #4- Catherine Riggins’ 
smile  #5– Eric Albert’s gage #6– Cameron Laporte’s hair #7– Matt Garcia’s muscle #8– Dakota Graham’s 

torn ear lobe #9– Alaina DeLeone’s nose piercing #10– Matt Branch’s hat #11– Ben Circus’ Adidas and joggers 
#12– Max Seaman’s smile #13– Aaron Weiss’ Rubix cube #14– April Gingrich’s backpack 
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“Coming to the high school 
when I first moved here.”  

~Austin Powers~ 

“Thursday, May 12th, 2016.” 
~Shawn Fowler~ 

“Stealing Sarah Dathe’s door.” 
~Cameron Laporte & Josh Grant~ 

“West Chester camp for 
football.” 

~Durron Johnson~ 

“Watching Karl Farelice 
intercept Troy Rossman at 

practice.” 
~Shyheim Abernathy~ 

“When I would not come 
to school.”  

~Pam Velasquez feat. 
John Murphy~ 

“Winning the Upper 
Merion Carnival with 

the swim team.” 
~Kelly Kopera~ 

“Having Joel Scott Smiley as a 
teacher.” 

~Emily Cavan & Kayla Johns~ 

“Hunter Herschell vs. JD.” 
~Eddie Kerper~ 

“Failing out of ski school with 
Caroline Costello and Alaina 

DeLeone on the ski club trip with 
Mr. Smiley.” 

~Catherine Riggins~ 

“When Ben Circus was told to be 
quiet after he choked on a grape 

in the library.” 
~Kiley Stewart~ 

“Marching band.” 
~Hannah O’Leary~ 

“Meeting Mr. LaLuna.” 
~Savannah Mercer-Smith~ 

“When Truc Dinh realized New 
England is a part of America.” 

~Olivia Greenwalt~ 



 

  Have you seen a 

really tall, blonde 

senior that plays bas-

ketball, is around six 

feet six inches tall, 

and towers over just about everyone in the 

high school? Well, if you haven’t then you 

should probably just look up.  This baller’s 

name is Avery Close but many call him by his 

initials AC.  Avery is a well-rounded student 

athlete who is a wizard at the game of basket-

ball, but there is much more that Avery has to 

offer than what meets the eye. 

  Avery is not your average human being, let 

alone your typical high school male. Avery’s 

love for basketball began at an early age dur-

ing his elemen-

tary years  “It 

was always a 

game that I just 

loved playing 

with my friends 
outside at Schuylkill Elemen-

tary School on the play-

ground, and from there the 

rest is history,” Avery said. 

 He is definitely one of those 

players who can be a differ-

ence maker when he steps 

onto the court.   

   There have been many 

great memories during 

Avery’s high school career. 

“Some of my best memories 

are from playing on the bas-

ketball team with all of my 

friends and also going to 

sporting events like the foot-

ball games.” Avery said. 

Other memories include 

when “we went undefeated in 

the PAC-10 last year,” Avery 

said. 

 Of course, there is more 

to AC’s life than just play-

ing basketball.  The people 

nearest and dearest to 

Avery are his parents, 

Karen and Anthony Close, as 

well as his little sister Audrey 

Close who currently attends 

PAMS. 

  School is also a huge part of 

Avery’s life and some of his 

favorite classes and teachers 

throughout his four years here 

at the high school are “AP 

Microeconomics with Mr. 

McLaughlin, and also English 

with Mr. LaLuna,” Avery said. 

 Next year Avery will continue 

his academic and athletic career while attending 

Gettysburg College, where he will major in busi-

ness. 

  Avery also really enjoys traveling.  “I traveled 

to Germany last summer with my family to meet 

up with my second cousins and my mom’s cous-

ins,” he said.  Avery has some big future plans 

that he hopes to accomplish one day, stating, “I 

would like to go out and travel the world.”   

  Phoenixville will definitely miss Avery and 

what he’s meant to the basketball program. He 

said, “I’ll probably miss a lot of my friends, the 

teachers, and the whole high school experience.  I 

will not miss the SAT’s, AP tests, and home-

work.” 
  Now that Avery is graduating from PAHS, this 

big basketball player is looking to make a big 

impact on the world. Avery has some good ad-

vice for the underclassmen looking to make an 

impact in Phoenixville: “My advice to some of 

the underclassmen is to 

respect your seniors and 

to not be too nervous 

about high school.” 
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Avery Clo$e: AC Money 

Written by:  

James Sadowski 

 
 
 

  Many seniors graduating 

this year have spent their 

four years at Phoenixville 

Area High School in a 

manner which will only 

serve to benefit them in the future. While 

some may have chosen to enrich their aca-

demic exposure outside the classroom through 

various clubs (such as Model United Nations 

or the Academic Team), others have chosen to 

remain physically fit through the multitude of 

various fitness clubs and sports team offered 

by the school. Hannah Resuta— a senior slat-

ed to attend the University of Mississippi this 

fall for communication sciences and disor-

ders— is no stranger to the life of having to 

delicately balance school work and extracur-

ricular dedication. 
  If you have ever heard of Hannah Resuta, 

you most likely are aware of her utter 

devotion to the art (and sport) of cheer-

leading.  “Most people know me only 

for cheer,” Hannah said. “Cheer really 

does take up most of [my] time, so [I] 
don’t have much flex room to focus on anything 

else.” Having participated on the middle 

school’s cheer team, Hannah found herself quite 

developed upon reaching the halls of the high 

school. Quickly rising to the challenges of the 

Varsity team, Hannah eventually became cap-

tain and was charged with ensuring the team’s 

success. 
  Even outside of school and away from her 

passion for cheerleading, Hannah still manages 

to lead quite the exciting life. Aside from par-

taking in Phantom TV’s morning news pro-

gram where she often conducted exciting 

sports interviews, Hannah has been working at 

a hair salon as an assistant. She said her tasks 

include “shampooing people’s hair, sweeping 

the floor free of dirt, or working the front 

desk,” all of which she has found to be quite 

“enriching.” Hannah has a passion for the 

delicate art of cosmetology, and boldly pro-

claimed that had she not decided to attend col-

lege, she would have gladly chosen to attend 

beauty school. “I just really enjoy that kind of 

stuff. You know, I’ll just sit down and do my 

makeup for two hours if I have the time,” she 

said. 

  Hannah is absolutely thrilled about attending the 

esteemed University of Mississippi— also known 

widely as “Ole Miss”— this upcoming fall. Aside 

from her avid interest in communication sciences 

and disorders, Hannah said she is excited for the 

Greek Life scene: “Over 50 percent of attendees 

are involved in some variation of Greek Life, 

meaning that there are a ton of programs to 

choose from, many of which offer amazing op-

portunities to meet others and get out into the 

surrounding community.” 

   You may be wondering if Hannah plans to 

continue her cheerleading career at college. She 

stated, “I may see if I can join the cheer team my 

sophomore year. In the beginning, I just need to 

get myself grounded, since I’ll be in a brand-new 

state with brand-new people I don’t know well.” 

Despite the distance, Hannah still plans on visit-

ing her family often. Apart from her doting par-

ents, Hannah has one younger brother by the 

name of Kyle who will be moving on up to the 

high school next year. 

  While Hannah’s family may have encouraged 

her to succeed in school, a few teachers have had 

an unprecedented impact in her life, either en-

couraging her to shape her own values or allow-

ing her to view an issue from wildly-varying 

perspectives. Hannah fondly refers to Forensic 

Science extraordinaire Mrs. Hudgins “as a kind of 

motherly figure,” crediting her with the motiva-

tion to push on through the arduous process of 

applying to college. Alongside this, Hannah has a 

strong appreciation for Phoenixville’s proud 

philosopher: Ms. Speckhals, saying that “she’s 

always the teacher you can go to when you 

need to rant about life— she’s just a really easy 

person to talk to!” 
  Hannah recommends to all the underclassmen 

that they “take their education seriously, and don’t 

fall behind on any school work,” also advising 
that they still find time to enjoy the wonders and 

mysteries of high school. After all, the wonders 

and mysteries of high school are what helped 
Hannah Resuta become the superb, talented, limit-

less girl we know and love today. We wish her the 

very best in the future, and know that whatever 
road she may end up taking, she’ll always find the 

warmth and security which we all crave (and the 

funds to support her dedication for the craft of 
cosmetology)! 

Written by:  

Ben Circus 

Hannah Resuta: From Pennsylvania to Mississippi 

→SENIORS← 

Hannah poses with her family 

(brother Kyle, father, Ken and mother, 

Lisa) before a church service. 

Hannah on an exciting excursion to 

her future college: The University of 

Mississippi!  

Hannah poses with fellow cheerleaders 

Destiny Blume, Dymond Robertson, and 

Natalie Woods before a football game. 

Photos courtesy of Hannah Resuta 

Hannah and her boyfriend, 

Owen, gracing the camera 

with their elegance during 

prom pictures. 

Avery with his cousin (left) and sister, 

Audrey (right), at Hohenzollern castle 

in Germany. 

Photo courtesy of Avery Close 

Avery pulling up from deep during a 

game against Methacton. 

Photo: Mike Lantzy 

Avery smiling proud with his mother, Karen, 

coach, and father, Anthony, at signing day. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Two of a kind: Senior Phil 

Meszaros and Avery looking 

tough at signing day. 

Photo courtesy of Avery Close 
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   On Tuesday May 9 2017, 

the Phoenixville Area School 

District Wall of Fame Com-

mittee inducted long-time 

educator and baseball coach at Phoenixville 

Area High School, Mr. John “Doc” Kennedy, 

into the PASD Wall of Fame. 

  Mr. Kennedy was born and raised in Phoe-

nixville Pennsylvania.  Mr. Kennedy started his 

educational career at Saint Mary of Assumption 

Elementary School and later graduated from 

Bishop Kenrick High School 

in 1958.  He then attended 

West Chester State College, 

and graduated in 1963 with a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Education. Mr. Kennedy con-

tinued his education at Villa-

nova University, earning a 

Master of Arts Degree in 

1968, and earning additional 

graduate credit at Pennsylva-

nia State Universi-

ty. 
  Upon graduation 

from West Chester 

State College, Mr. Kennedy began 

his teaching career at Unionville 

Area School District from 1964 to 

1966.  In the fall of 1966 Mr. 

Kennedy returned to his 

hometown and began teaching 

Social Studies at Phoenixville 

Area Junior High School from 

1966 to 1972, then became assis-

tant principal from 1973 to 1975. 

He then returned to the classroom 

to teach from 1976 to 1998 at 

Phoenixville Area Junior High 

School and Phoenixville Area 

High School. 
  Mr. Kennedy coached freshman football for 20 

years, and was the high school assistant baseball 

coach from 1976 to 1978.  In the spring of 1979 

Mr. Kennedy was appointed head baseball coach 

and held that positional until his retirement in 

1998.  Mr. Kennedy amassed an incredible record 

of 323 wins and 99 losses.  He also coached the 

Phoenixville American Legion team from 1980 to 

1998.  He helped many of his former players go 

onto the college and professional levels. 

  After his retirement Mr. Kennedy coached at 

Villanova University and the Cape Cod collegiate 

baseball league.  He is also an associate scout for 

the Boston Red Sox since 2007, to the present. 
  Mr. Kennedy has received many awards and 

recognitions, including the National High School 

Coaching Award. He was inducted into the Penn-

sylvania American Legion Hall of Fame, Phoe-

nixville Area School District Sports Hall of Fame, 

Chester County Sport Hall of Fame, and the Tri-

County Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall 

of Fame. 

  On Tuesday May 9 2017, he became a member 

of the Phoenixville Area School District Wall of 

Fame. 

PASD 2017 Wall of Fame Inductee: John “Doc” Kennedy 

Impact Awards: Honoring those who've taught beyond the curriculum 
 
 
 

  Teachers. We've had some 

good ones, some not so 

good ones, and everything 

in between. After 12 years of countless 

teachers, I bet everyone can pick a favorite 

from any grade, from any school who has 

had an impact on their life. Teachers 

taught us valuable lessons both inside and 

outside the classroom. Our teachers and 

administrators put everything on the line 

for our success, and the Impact Awards is 

our chance to acknowledge them. On April 

26, 2017, Phoenixville seniors had the 

chance to recognize and appreciate these 

very important people. 

  The Impact Awards first originated a few 

years ago when the idea of honoring teachers and 

staff for their hard work was first brought up by 

Phoenixville Student Government officers. This 

idea was submitted to Mr. Coyne, who became 

fully invested in the idea. Together, the Student 

Government officers and Mr. Coyne organized 

the newly-formed program that would take place 

in the 2016 School year. 

  In the beginning of the school year, seniors nom-

inated a favorite teacher/staff member of choice 

by submitting a proposal no longer 

than 50 words. 

  The reception was a major 

success with the help of the 

Student Government officers. 

Speeches were followed by the 

ceremonial dinner and the 

awards ceremony. teachers and staff from across 

the Phoenixville Area School District were hon-

ored for their extraordinary impact on the lives of 

the seniors. “The 2017 Impact Awards was anoth-

er success this year. Our seniors chose PASD 

employees from all three grade levels 

(Elementary, Middle School, and High School) 

that they felt impacted their lives. Many of the 

statements that were read, were truly heartfelt and 

much appreciated by the recipients.” Mr. Coyne 

was extremely pleased with how the ceremony 

played out and is excited to carry over the tradi-

tion next year. 

  Overall, the 4th annual PAHS Impact Awards 

was a huge success. The teachers and staff of 

Phoenixville were honored for the passion and 

effort put into their work.  

Written by:  

Aaron Hin 

Senior Farewells from the Purple Press Staff 
Lauren Hoffman: 

I would love to say a big thank you to Mr. Zittel 

for pushing me towards writing for the Purple 

Press since freshman year, and for answering my 

almost-midnight emails at an alarmingly fast rate. 

It has been a pleasure to write for this paper and 

to tell the stories of our community so they may 

be documented for all to see. I will dearly miss 

period 1's shenanigans. (Also, special shout out to 

Mrs. Spina for encouraging my outlandish project 

ideas, Ms. Speckhals for becoming basically an 

aunt to me, and Mrs. Becky Mahon for always 

letting me back into the building whenever I 

inevitably lock myself out). 
India Knight: 

High school was quite the adventure and I can’t 

wait to see what else life brings. Bye PAHS! It’s 

been fun!  
Juan Sanchez: 

I have a ton of people to thank, so bear with me. I 

would have to thank all of my teachers over the 

years who all pushed me to be a better person. I 

would also like to thank some of my close friends 

who all believed in me and supported me, for the 

most part. More thanks to my family, even 

though they don’t read the newspaper, for all of 

their support and helping me grow up. And final-

ly, thanks to the Purple Press staff for granting 

me the opportunity to express myself and learn 

how to become a better writer. It’s not easy to say 

goodbye, so see ya later. 

Matt Valdovinos: 

I want to say a huge thank you to Mr. Zittel and 

all of the members of the Purple Press. Thanks to 

Ms. Waltz as well for looking after us the first 

month while Mr. Zittel was out. This class has 

been a great way to start every day of my senior 

year and it will always be remembered as one of 

my favorite classes. The Purple Press also gave 

me a chance to attend the NFL Draft, which has 

always been a dream of mine and is currently the 

greatest day of my life. The Purple Press was a 

fantastic experience and I recommend it to any-

one who enjoys writing or wants to get into jour-

nalism. 
Brandon Simes: 

I would just like to thank Mr. Zittel and 

Ms.Waltz for helping me become a much better 

writer and getting the chance to go to the NFL 

Draft and have the time of my life. For people 

who would one day like to be a journalist, this is 

the perfect class to gain experience for the future! 
Lorraine DiMauro: 

I would like to thank my friends and family for 

always encouraging me and helping me through-

out my entire high school career. Although it 

hasn’t been easy, I’ll always look back on all the 

good times I had in high school. I would also like 

to say a huge thank you to Mr. Shackelford for 

never giving up on me, and all my teachers, in-

cluding Mr Zittel, whose journalism class helped 

me finally choose my major in college. Peace out 

PAHS! 
Austin Powers: 

I would first off like to thank Mr. Zittel and all 

the other writers here at the Purple Press for the 

fantastic papers we have put out, and just for all 

of the fun times we had in class. I also want to 

thank all of the teachers I have had from when I 

first moved to Phoenixville because they helped 

me grow and learn so much throughout my high 

school career. Thank you to all of my friends who 

have supported me and got me to the point where 

I am today. It has been an amazing four years 

here at PAHS and I will miss it dearly, but all of 

the memories will never fade. 
Carly Goldberg: 

Thank you Mr. Zittel, for all of the hard work that 

you’ve put into making The Purple Press what it 

is. Ms. Waltz, thank you for stepping in and lead-

ing us! Thank you to all of the wonderful teach-

ers who have given me countless opportunities to 

learn and improve here at PAHS. 
Sophia Kopko: 

“It doesn’t matter how we graduated, only that 

we did.” Thank you Phoenixville, the Purple 

Press, and Mr. Zittel for providing me with the 

tools to achieve greatness in the coming years. 

Oh, and don’t worry, I’ll definitely be reading the 

paper next year! 
James Sadowski: 

First off I want to  say thank you to Mr. Zittel and 

all my friends for a great year in Journalism. I 

really appreciated everything that you all have 

done to make this year a great one. Even though 

this was my first and last year writing for the 

Purple Press I had a lot of fun and enjoyed writ-

ing for such a dope paper.  I also want to thank 

all of my teachers throughout all 12 years of 

schooling for helping get to where I am now. Of 

course, I also have to give a huge shout out to 

CHOP for helping me beat cancer. Lastly, my 

advice and motto is to just keep a positive atti-

tude each and every day no matter the situation, 

because every day is a great day. 
Alaina DeLeone: 

After three years of writing for the Purple Press, 

it feels more bitter than sweet to say goodbye. 

Mr. Zittel, thank you for inciting my new found 

love for writing freshman year in the most rowdy, 

uncooperative, and unforgettable Techniques of 

Writing class in the history of the high school. 

Additionally, thank you for your time and dedica-

tion that proves you are the backbone of each 

publication. To my teachers, you are impactful 

figures who have not only helped me reach my 

fullest potential as a student, but have also helped 

me become a better human. Mom (Lindini) and 

dad, your unconditional love and support has 

never failed to amaze me. I am grateful you have 

both funded my almost daily Wawa excursions. 

And for that, I thank you. Phoenixville phorever. 

Written by:  Mr. Coyne 

(Correspondent) 

Doc Kennedy and his 

family smiling after the 

induction ceremony. 

Doc Kennedy delivering his thank you 

speech at the induction ceremony. 

Photos: L:ifetouch 

2017 Impact Award Recipients and Nominees 

Michael Baldi (Lana Brock) 
Henry Coyne (Natalee Serwatka) 

Alison Curley (Joanne Garcia) 
Danielle Giangiulio (Emily Holmberg and 

Calvin Mattox) 
Ashley Hudgins (Destiny Blume, Cassandra 

Quinn, Dymond Robertson) 
Russel Joy (Christina Miller ) 
Megan Kabatt (Yadira Cruz) 

Gregory LaLuna (Asya Massenburg) 
Justin McAdams (Kayleigh Hor ton and     

Hannah O’Leary) 
Seth McNaughton (Tessa Lochetto) 

Colleen Murphy (Marcella Donatelli) 
Katherine Nice (Cather ine Riggins) 

James Phipps (Laura Beery) 
Dustin Poole (James Sadowski) 

Megan Santry (Zachary Masalski) 
John Shackelford (Connor  Yocum) 

Julie Spinozzi (Brooke Igler  and Jennifer  

Otero) 
Trena Trievel (Taylor  Tihansky) 

Daniel Weinstein (Madeleine Cooke) 
Justin Winters (Matthew Copeland, Luke 

Deni, Max Seaman, and Alexander Seidel) 

Superintendent Dr. Fegley and PAHS 

principal Dr. Parkinson awarding 

PAHS chemistry and forensic science 

teacher, Mrs. Hudgins. 

Photos: Lifetouch 

Senior Joey Loughery and Mrs. 

Parr smiling after receiving 

her Impact Award. 



 

   Thirty-six and a 

half years ago, Mr. 

Laise began his 

teaching career here 

at Phoenixville Area High School. After 

splitting time teaching in both the junior 

and senior high, this year’s freshman 

class finally broke him and forced him 

into retirement. This is what he had to 

say about his time educating, and his 

future. 

Q: Where did you go to college and 

high school? 
A: I went to high school at Stroudsburg 

High School up in the Poconos. I started 

college at East Stroudsburg State College for 

two and a half years during my undecided period. 

I had to pick a major so I went to Millersville 

State College where I studied Industrial Arts and 

got my bachelors there. Then I got my masters 

over at Trenton State College. 

Q: How long were you a teacher in Phoe-

nixville? 

A: 36.6 years. January 5th, 1981 I started here. 

Q: What classes did you teach? 
A: I started out with Electricity & Electronics 1 

and 2, Mechanical Drawing 1 and 2, Graphic 

Arts 1 and 2, Industrial Materials & Power Tech, 

Communication Arts, Studio Art, and Photog-

raphy. Then at 

the junior high 

I taught Ce-

ramics, 8th 

grade Wood-

shop, 7th grade 

Drafting, and 6th 

grade Photog-

raphy. After that 

they shipped me 

back over here 

where I taught 

Graphics Arts 

[again] and CAD 

1 and 2. I taught 

twelve and a half 

years here, sixteen 

at the junior high, 

and eight back 

here. 

Q: What are the best and worst 

parts of teaching? 
A: The best part is working with 

the students, especially when the 

light goes on and it finally makes 

sense to them. The pride the stu-

dents had in their projects. Gradu-

ation, prom, all those special 

events are fun and exciting. The 

worst part is the paperwork. 

Q:What is the 

most challenging 

part of teaching? 
A: You’re not 

working with the 

same people [all 

the time]. One 

group comes out 

and another comes 

in, unlike an industry where you 

work with the same people all the 

time and really get to know them. 

Q: What are your favorite mem-

ories from teaching here? 
A: All the graduations, proms, 

special events. It’s just fun and 

rewarding watching them grow up 

and being a part of it. The faculty, 

staff and administration, I have 

learned so much from them. They 

all have special and unique person-

alities and talents. I will miss this 

more than you will ever know. 

Q: Tell me about your 

family life. 
A: I have a wife, Jill, been 

married to for 36 years this summer. My oldest 

son is 28 and has a daughter, Brooke. My young-

est son is graduating from Pottsgrove High 

School this year and will attend Penn State. We 

have a dog, Krimpet. Actually it’s Butterscotch 

Krimpet Laise because parts of his ears are the 

same color as a butterscotch krimpet. 

Q: What are some activities/hobbies you do 

besides teaching? 
A; We race. We have a NASCAR 358 dirt modi-

fied that my son drives. I’m in the crew with my 

cousin who helps us race up at Grandview Speed-

way. I’m also building myself a street rod. I 

bought the chassis and the body out of New York 

and a friend of mine built the [700 HP] engine for 

me. 

Q: What are you looking forward to doing in 

your retirement? 
A: Not having to go to work in the morning, 

every day will be a Saturday. I’ll be able to spend 

more time on 

the cars and 

with my fami-

ly. 

Q: Do you 

have any 

advice for 

students or 

teachers? 
A: If nothing 

else, at least 

try it. When I 

graduated 

from high 

school my 

guidance 

counselor told 

me I wasn’t 

college materi-

al. My mother 

said, “Well 

why don’t you 

try it?” and 

after all we 

lived in 

Stroudsburg. So I pumped gas 

full time and gave college a try at East Strouds-

burg State College.  I liked college - it was fun. 

When I graduated I had a degree in teaching so I 

thought I might as well try it. I enjoyed it, and 

that's why I’ve been here 36 years. Now I’m 

going to try retirement because, well why not? 

Q: So if you don’t like retirement we’ll see you 

back here? 
A: Nope! I have had enough fun.  
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Farewell Mr. Laise 

 
 
 

 

  Mrs. Krenicky has worked as a 

librarian here at PAHS for the last 

14 years. She will be retiring at 

the conclusion of the school year. 

It has been fantastic to have her as a faculty member 

for all these years and her guidance in the library will 

be greatly missed. 

Q: Where did you attend high school and college? 
A: I graduated from Altoona Area High School which 

is in central Pennsylvania. My undergraduate degree 

was from University of Pittsburgh and I have two grad-

uate degrees. The first one was from St. Joseph’s Uni-

versity and the second one was from Drexel University. 

Q: Were you working anywhere prior to working at 

PAHS? 
A: I worked at the middle school in this district, West 

Chester School District, and Coatesville School Dis-

trict. 

Q: How long have you been working at PAHS? 

A: I have been at this high school 

since 2003. 

Q: When did you decide to become 

a librarian? 
A: When my children were in school, 

I would volunteer in their school 

library as a parent volunteer and I 

really liked it, so when my youngest 

were in middle school I decided to go 

to Drexel to get my masters degree in 

library science. 

Q: What are some of your favorite 

memories from working at PAHS? 
A: The kids here have been a lot of 

fun. When we started the Purple Perk, 

we worked really hard to get it open 

and in the library. It was fun working 

with the kids, fundraising, and going 

to the school board for approval. I 

loved seeing their passion and dedica-

tion. 

Q: What are some of your 

best achievements? 
A: Starting the Library 

Club and opening the 

Purple Perk.  All of the 

profits from the club 

provides scholarships for gradu-

ating seniors. 

Q: Why are you retiring now? 
A: I just had my second grand-

child, so I want to spend time with both of them. I love to 

travel and it’s kind of difficult when you’re working; be-

cause you’re limited to when you can take vacation. 

Q: Tell me about your family. 
A: My husband Ken and I will celebrate our 40th wedding 

anniversary next month. We have three children, and 

they’re all lawyers. My oldest is my daughter Karleen and 

I have two twin boys, Michael and Patrick. My daughter 

has two children; a boy and a girl. 

Q: What are some of your future plans for retirement? 
A: Like I said, relax for a little bit, and then start planning 

some trips. I’ve been making a bucket list with my hus-

band. 

Q: What will you miss most about PAHS? 
A: Definitely the students. They all keep saying, “Come 

back and see us!” and I’m sure that I will because I will 

miss them the most.  

Written by:  

Kerry Halloran 

Farewell Mrs. Krenicky 

→FAREWELLS← 

Written by: 

Logan Perrone 

Butterscotch Krimpet Laise the dog.  

Mr. Laise racing in his family’s race car at the 

“owner’s race” at Grandview. 
Photos courtesy of  Mr. Laise 

Mrs. Krenicky enjoying a trip to Scotland 

with her sons, Michael and Patrick.  

Photos courtesy of Mrs. Krenicky 

Mrs. Krenicky in her favorite place, the 

library, with her closest colleague, Mrs. 

Sauser.  

Mrs. Krenicky on 

Abaco Island with her 

husband, Ken.  

The man, the myth, the Laise. 

Photo: Logan Perrone 
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  Every year the NFL Draft 

is a time for teams to add 

players that will ultimately 

help them win championships in the future. 

Since the draft moves every year to different 

cities around the United States, it’s not every 

day that you get the chance to witness live in 

person. This year the 2017 NFL Draft was 

held in Philadelphia, and I was there with a 

behind-the-scenes pass! The fans were great 

and the atmosphere was electric, and through 

three days over 250,000 people came out to 

visit the event. Whether it 

was the events to partici-

pate in at the draft, or the draft itself, everyone 

had a good time. 

  It’s one thing to be able just to to view the draft 

on tv, but a totally different story when you can 

experience everything behind-the-scenes. Due to 

our interest in journalism, senior Matt Valdovinos 

and I, along with select students around the Penn-

sylvania area, had a wonderful opportunity 

(thanks to Mr. Gionta and Mr. Zittel) to not only 

enjoy the draft and all it’s glory, but get to go 

backstage and meet 

former NFL legends. 

Players like Jon Randle, 

Robert Mathis, Thurman 

Thomas, Anthony 

Muñoz, and Mike Al-

stott are just some of the 

many names we met and 

interviewed. 

  Both Matt and 

I would like to 

be future NFL 

journal-

ists/broadcasters, so this 

was a great opportunity 

for us to see how things work behind the 

scenes. There were so many great places 

that we got to see that not everyone at 

the draft could experience, like the 

“green room” where the NFL prospects 

go to hear their name called before head-

ing down to the podium. We also got to 

see the red carpet that all of 

the players who attend the 

draft walk on before the 

draft started. One of the most 

interesting places we go to 

visit was the media room, 

where all of the media people 

go to interview the players 

right after being drafted. 
   One thing that we learned 

from this whole 

experience is how 

the professional 

journalists need to 

carry themselves. 

We learned all the 

of the security 

procedures they 

have to go through 

at all of their events that they attend. Plus, we 

learned some of the processes for interviewing 

players and coaches, and how they look in real 

life. Overall, this trip was not only a great trip as 

an NFL fan, but a good way to learn how these 

events go, and all of the processes that one day 

we might have to go through. Events like the 

draft may look like all fun and games, but Matt 

and I spent a lot of time preparing and learning 

the difference between being a fan and working 

for the National Football League. 
  Although certain jobs may look like a lot of fun, 

there is an enormous amount of work that goes 

into them. Everybody has a dream 

job, but without hard work and start-

ing at the bottom, you’ll never get 

that job. The point I am trying to 

make for us seniors is that everyone 

may want a certain job because it 

 seems “easy” but life isn’t all fun 

and games.  As the saying goes, you 

have to be the janitor before you can 

be the president.  

NFL Draft: More than just fun and games 

My top soundtracks to commemorate seniors’ last days at PAHS 
 
 
 

      
   CLASS OF 2017, it is 

time to say farewell to 

dead cockroaches in the 

hallways, locked bath-

rooms, and all the F wing shenanigans. 

However, in all seriousness, it is officially 

our graduation, and that calls for celebra-

tion. But what’s a celebration without 

music? Here are my top ten songs that will 

help you reflect and celebrate this great 

achievement. 

10. “Fast Car”- Jonas Blue feat. Dakota 
  Jonas Blue strongly executes this electric 

cover of Tracy Chapman’s 1988 classic 

that tells the hopeful story of creating a success-

ful future and departing from old routines of the 

past. Despite the continuous life uncertainties and 

anxieties seniors are bound to endeavor in the 

near future, they are sure to feel inspired and 

even have the urge to dance after listening to the 

cover of this iconic song. 

9. “Young Blood”- The Naked and Famous 
  Surviving high school is an accomplishment; 

however, successfully conquering the obstacles 

of adolescence is a milestone. The Naked and 

Famous’ most known song, “Young Blood,” 

depicts the distinct experiences of youth and 

“trying to fight the in-betweens.” Seniors will 

experience a rush of freedom and glory listening 

to this head banger as they celebrate their new 

status as PAHS alumni.  

8. “Started From the Bottom”- Drake 
  You guessed it. This list wouldn’t be complete 

without Drake’s song that denotes keeping it real 

is crucial to maneuvering one’s way up from the 

bottom. Accordingly, seniors have paid their dues 

after starting from the bottom as freshmen. Now 

they’re here. 

7. “She’s Leaving Home”- The Beatles 
  Although Lennon and McCartney’s inspiration 

for this piece was based on a seventeen year old 

girl who ran away from home in the late sixties to 

escape from her parents, many seniors will short-

ly say farewell to their parents and no longer be 

forced to heed their daily advice. This timeless 

Beatles tune also illustrates 

empty nest syndrome, which 

some parents may experience 

after their child leaves to em-

bark on new experiences and challenges without 

their guidance and protection. 

6. “Rivers and Roads”- The Head and the 

Heart 
  Jim Halpert from the office advised Michael 

Scott that “Sometimes… goodbyes are a bitch,” 

and the Head and the Heart certainly makes this 

the case with their tear jerker, “Rivers and 

Roads.” As it trickles down to the final days of 

being together with close P-Ville friends, this 

song reminds seniors to cherish these last mo-

ments prior to no longer seeing each other again 

in the halls. However, don’t forget to tend to 

these high school friendships in the future since 

your friends can be reached via “rivers and 

roads,” and not to mention text, FaceTime 

calls, Snapchat, etc. 

5. “Good Riddance (Time of your Life)”- 

Green Day 
  Whether high school was an absolutely 

miserable experience, or you thrived every-

day, as Billie Joe Armstrong sings, it was 

most definitely “something unpredictable, 

but in the end it’s right. I hope you had the 

time of your life.” Twenty years ago Green 

Day released this signature track, and there 

is no doubt that it is now deemed as an 

official farewell anthem. 

4. “Unwritten”- Natasha Bendingfield 
  Once that diploma reaches the grip of your 

hand, get ready to scream “Today is where 

my book begins, the rest is still unwritten.” 

After years of surviving grueling tests, papers, 

mental breakdowns, and braces, seniors should 

blast this early 2000s bop and continue to write 

their unfinished stories. 

3. “Changes”-David Bowie 
  Change is inevitable and so are the uncertainties 

of one’s future. Seniors can testify to the vast 

amount of change that occurs between freshman 

and senior year. As we explore our interests fur-

ther after high school, the goals we plan to exe-

cute are certain to change. Bowie assures us that 

“time may change us, but we can’t trace time.” 

2. “Graduation (Friends Forever)”- Vitamin C 
  Vitamin C’s 90s hit accurately describes the 

questions many seniors are contemplating 

right now in regards to the future, like “Will 

we think about tomorrow like we think about 

now? Can we survive it out there? Can we 

make it somehow?” In spite of these pressing 

life curiosities, we will (hopefully) remember 

all the times we had together. 

1. PAHS Alma Mater- The Phantom 
  After four years of singing this prideful tune 

off key with Dr. P prior to every school wide 

occasion, it is time to say goodbye to the alma 

mater of the school we all love well. Don’t lie, 

some of you may still not know the words, but 

you low key love to obnoxiously scream, 

“OLD PHOENIX STANDS DEFENDER OF 

THE PURPLE AND THE WHITE.” With 

that being said, once a phantom, always a 

phantom. 

Written by:  

Alaina DeLeone 

Written by:  

Brandon Simes 

→OPINION← 

Senior Matt Valdovinos posing with 
NFL Network's Dave Dameshek. 

Photos courtesy of Brandon Simes 

Seniors Brandon Simes and 

Matthew Valdovinos with 

former Indianapolis  Colts 

Outside Linebacker Robert 
Mathis. 

Senior Alaina DeLeone blows 

a kiss goodbye to the Class of 

2017 underneath the lyrics of 

the beloved PAHS alma mater. 

Photo: Kiley Stewart 

The location where the draft was 

held in Philadelphia. 

The city of Philadelphia 
during draft week. 

https://genius.com/Vitamin-c-graduation-friends-forever-lyrics#note-3202594
https://genius.com/Vitamin-c-graduation-friends-forever-lyrics#note-3202594
https://genius.com/Vitamin-c-graduation-friends-forever-lyrics#note-3202594
https://genius.com/Vitamin-c-graduation-friends-forever-lyrics#note-3202594
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ARIES: (March 21 - April 20) 

Mars is approaching your star chart at a fast pace. Consequently, this means 

that all of your finals and projects are approaching just as fast. You may look at 

this and laugh now, but you won’t be laughing when you’re up all night writing 

an eight page essay the day before it’s due. So stop texting your bae and look-

ing at memes, and get some work done. The deadline is closer than it may ap-

pear.  

This month: Make a robotic body for your pet fish, then watch it take over the 

world.  

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

A shooting star was on the way to entering your star chart, when it crumbled 

apart just a few seconds before. This means that you will forget something at 

the last minute. Maybe you’ll go to buy groceries but forget your money at 

home and all of your time shopping will go in vain. Or maybe you’ll just forget 

to bring a pencil to class and ask for one from a friend. Some people are nice 

like that.  

This month: Suplex a huge boulder, just because you can. Or a smaller one if 

you can’t.  

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

With Saturn leaving your star chart, and getting further from the Sun, you 

can expect the last few weeks of school to be a little “cooler.” You will see 

everyone around you freak out over internships and finals, but you will 

take a more rational approach. Don’t be surprised when your friends ques-

tion how can you be so calm during a time like this. They will be jealous, 

but don’t point it out to them. 

This month: In every class, whine about your Pop-Tart being burnt this 

morning.  

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

Did you expect a planet, star or some satellite to enter or leave your star chart? 

Well, nothing is happening in your star chart, actually. This means that this 

month, school will be really boring to you. After all, you have been doing this 

routine for around 12 years. It’s about time you got bored of it, that is if you 

aren’t tired of it already. Try your hardest to fight the senioritis. It’s contagious. 

This month: Dress up like a spider and attack people with a silly string spray.  

LEO: (July 24 - August 23) 

Pluto feels a little left out, since it was demoted to a dwarf planet, and awk-

wardly nudges into your star chart. This means that you, too, will be in an 

awkward situation. Maybe you’ll trip over your gown at graduation. Maybe 

you’ll be at a friend’s house, and his/her parents will start arguing with them, 

and you’ll just sit there, wanting to leave. When that situation comes, play it 

off smoothly. Keep a smile and walk away as soon as possible.  

This month: Walk into a store and ask what year it is. When told, shout “It 

worked!” and run out.  

VIRGO: (August 24 - September 23) 

Saturn is entering your star chart, but Neptune is leaving. This leaves you 

craving food you never eat. You will be driving down the road when that old 

burger joint finally catches your attention. Maybe you’ll place a reservation 

at a fancy restaurant that costs a college tuition. Your stomach won’t adjust, 

however. So eat lightly and carefully. And don’t order sushi from gas sta-

tions.  

This month: Find your old pair of Heelys, and ride those sweet wheels 

down the hallways.  

LIBRA: (September 24 - October 22) 

This month, there are a lot more meteorites floating around in your star chart. 

This means that your chance at romance is at a peak. If you haven’t already, ap-

proach your crush and impress him/her with your meme gallery. You may never 

get another opportunity after graduation, so do not throw away your shot. If you 

are already with your bae, why not take him/her out to lunch? Chinese food is 

pretty good. Try that. 

This month: Convince the school to recognize Beyblade as a sport. Let it rip!  

SCORPIO: (October 23 -  November 21) 

Mercury is around 84% in your star chart, so let’s act like it’s fully in there. This 

means that you have one of the greatest blessings of all time... good Wi-Fi. All of 

your YouTube videos will never buffer, you can order pizza online faster than 

usual, and you have no excuse for that unfinished project. Enjoy it while you can, 

however. Your internet provider will find out at some point. 

This month: Switch the fork and spoon containers in the cafeteria, and flip them 

handle side up.  

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 - December 21) 

The grooviest looking comet is flying into your star chart. Why does it matter if 

it’s groovy? That means that you will have disco fever all this month. Call it a gift 

or burden, but you may break out dancing during a PowerPoint presentation, at 

your trip to the aquarium, or even at your graduation. Don’t feel bad about it. 

Whether people laugh or jam out with you, enjoy yourself. Disco is still cool to 

some people, probably.  

This month: Dance with a cardboard cutout of one of your teachers, in their 

class.  

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 19) 

Jupiter is getting closer to the Sun. Hopefully, they don’t collide and destroy the 

solar system. If they don’t, you will have a pleasant surprise in the near future. 

Maybe that college you wanted to get into will finally accept your application. 

Maybe your family will buy a nice little cake for you after graduation. Don’t 

expect too much, however. Your “pleasant surprise” might just be finding a 

cool looking eraser on your desk. 

This month: Buy your favorite teacher a lottery card, if you can. Give him/her 

a bit of hope.  

AQUARIUS: (January 20 - February 18) 

Neptune is approaching your star chart. It’s really slow, but it’s getting there. 

This means that you will have the sudden urge to feel special at graduation. You 

don’t want to be another face in the crowd. You want to shoot a t-shirt cannon 

into the bleachers, come in riding on a stallion, or light your collection of illegal 

fireworks. Of course, none of that is allowed. Just shout something funny, and 

school appropriate. That will do. 

This month: When everyone tosses their caps, throw your diploma in the air. 

This will end well.  

PISCES: (February 19 - March 20) 

Predictions show that this will be the last time Uranus and Venus will cross paths 

in your star chart for a long time. This means that after graduation, you will part 

with many friends. Well, life is an elevator, and you have to drop off people 

along the way. Don’t let that stop you from enjoying every last moment with your 

closest friends. That also doesn’t stop you from texting or calling. Technology is 

pretty useful. 

This month: For every essay you write this month, quote the PAHS Alma Mater 

at least twice.  

WRITTEN BY: JUAN SANCHEZ 
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Phoenixville Softball: New coach, continued success 
 
 
 

   The past season was a 

home run for the Phoe-

nixville Softball team. Led 

by a varsity comprised of 

mostly seniors, the team improved on its rec-

ord from last year and was able to qualify for 

districts. 

  With a number of standout seniors, it’s no 

wonder the softball team performed the way it 

did. A new coach may also be a reason they 

performed so well. Coach Grace Henderson 

has been coaching softball for many years, 

starting at the Daniel Boone Youth Recrea-

tional Program. Since then, she has coached 

two travel softball teams, and for the past three 

years has coached at Phoenixville for the mid-

dle school teams and as the assistant coach for 

varsity last year. “Heading into the season I 

was hoping for a .500 record, and we definite-

ly exceeded that,” said Coach Henderson 

about her season hopes. 

  They did indeed exceed that. Finishing the 

season with a 12-8 overall record, the Girls’ 

Softball team definitely improved with 

some key wins against divisional oppo-

nents. One of the most notable wins against 

a stout Interboro team solidified their 

chances to make Districts.  The team was 

able to perform well due to two main rea-

sons: a productive offense that was able to 

put runs on the board, and strong pitching, 

but unfortunately the Lady Phantom’s sea-

son came to an end after a 4-2 loss against 

Great Valley in Districts.  . 
  Senior Jess Eldridge served as pitcher for 

the team and received high praise from her 

coach, saying they got a “solid effort from 

[Jess] game in and game 

out.” Eldridge is also one 

of four senior captains, 

including Emily Buckwal-

ter, Ainsley McQuiston, 

and Jess Anthony. 
  McQuiston said that 

being captain meant 

“being someone that is 

able to teach the younger 

girls what the program is 

all about, and having 

leadership in 

practices and in 

games.” The 

captains’ effort 

on the field were 

examples as to how the rest of the team 

should perform. 
  It wasn’t only the captains though, for 

the line-up was filled with senior leaders. 

Seven seniors: Anthony, Buckwalter, 

Aubrey Valenteen, Jess Eldridge, 

McQuiston, Tessa Lochetto, and 

Miranda 

McMahon 

started most 

games, which 

is a stagger-

ing number. 

However, it’s bittersweet 

having so many seniors. 

What about the future of 

the team? Coach Hender-

son isn’t worried. She’s 

confident she can take the 

things she has learned from 

this past year and apply 

them to future years. Un-

derclassmen like junior 

Susan Duncan, who was 

voted to the Frontier 

All Division First 

Team, and sophomore 

Melissa Cappelli, who 

played in most games 

and was a strong hitter for the team, will 

be leaders on next year’s team. 
  All in all, the season was a success for the Lady 

Phantoms, and their new coach, securing a rec-

ord over .500 and also qualifying for districts. 

The team made definite improvements and will 

look to improve on these accomplishments next 

year.  

Written by:  

Matt Valdovinos 

→SPORTS← 

Phantom Baseball: A growing success 
 
 
 

  Once again, the Phoe-

nixville Phantom Base-

ball team put another 

promising season in the 

books. Both the return-

ing players and newcomers proved their 

ability to work hard, making for a success-

ful second season for Head Coach Neil 

Herman, and paving the path to a promising 

future. The team finished with a record of 12-8 

(10-6 in the PAC) 

  The season started early for the team when they 

took a trip down to Myrtle Beach, South Caroli-

na to play in a tournament at the Ripken Experi-

ence complex over President’s Day weekend. 

The trip was beneficial to the players who were 

able to see live pitching and get time outside, 

while Coach Herman, assistant coach Dave 

Cimina, and JV head coach Mr. Acosta were 

able to see the progression of the players’ off-

season conditioning and in-game play before the 

season began. 

  The Phoenixville coaching staff remained 

mostly the same as last year, with a few slight 

changes. Junior varsity Assistant Coach Ian 

Frain joined Coaches Herman and Cimina as the 

pitching coach for varsity, while Freshman As-

sistant Coach Brandon Evers joined Coach 

Acosta as the first base coach for junior varsity. 

The team’s captains for the season included 

senior Zach Masalski, senior Kyle Bennick, and 

juniors Nick Opalkowski and Luke Lebeau. 

Seniors Kyle Syrek, and Matt Osisek-Byrne also 

took on leadership roles. 
  Going into the season, the team had high ex-

pectations. “We made it to the playoffs last year, 

a team that wasn’t expected to get in, so we had 

high expectations,” Coach Herman said. Alt-

hough the Phantoms are team dominated by 

underclassmen, Masalski did not let expecta-

tions, or the fact that he was a leader for the 

program, distract him from the goal. He said, 

“When I show my teammates, especially the 

younger ones, that you can fight through adver-

sity, they are more willing to do the same.” 
  After a quick stint in the playoffs last year, the 

team of returning players spent months working 

out building physical and mental strength. 

 Freshman Brandon Fink put into context the 

rigorous workouts: “We started in about early 

October. Every day we’d work out in the weight 

room, go outside and run, and we even did yoga. 

We continued the workouts during the season 

too and I really think that helped us a lot.” 

  The addition of the hitting facility was also an 

important piece to the offseason work. “Having 

[it] was so beneficial to this program. We upped 

our team batting average by over 100 points,” 

Coach Herman said. 
  The season started slow for the Phantoms, who 

fought hard but dropped their first few games. 

Through the first five games they were 1-4 and 

heading for disappointing season, until a two 

game home stand in 

April. In the first 

game against Pottstown, junior pitcher Kevin 

Cushing made his presence known in the PAC 

by tossing a perfect game, striking out nine in 

the process. “It was fun,” Cushing added. “I 

just tried to throw strikes and do what I usually 

do.” 
  Next, the Phantoms hosted Spring-Ford and 

found themselves down four runs in the bottom 

of the seventh. Not willing to go down easy, 

the Phantoms plated four runs to force extra 

innings.  In the bottom of the eighth, junior 

Opalkowski drove in the game winning run to 

capture the 12-11 victory, the first win over 

Spring-Ford in years. “My favorite memory was 

beating Spring-Ford,” Lebeau remarked. “It was 

basically a slugfest, but we pulled off the win.” 
  The Phantoms carried that momentum with 

them the rest of their season, finishing on a 10-2 

run to end the regular season. Masalski com-

mented on how the Phantoms fixed their season, 

saying, “The most challenging part was getting 

the new additions in [junior] Quinn Danna, 

[sophomore] Devon Goryl, and [sophomore] 

Trip Shoemaker and molding them into our 

program. It was tough at first but when we all 

came together like a family, that's when we 

started to get the wins.” 
  Once again, the Phoenixville baseball team 

made the district playoffs entering as the 

12th seed. However, they fell short, losing 

to 5th seed Springfield 7-3 in the first 

round. Although the season ended earlier than 

the team had hoped, it was without a doubt a 

success and showed tons of promise for the 

program. “I think this team is a playoff team 

going into the future. We have a lot of young 

talent along with a ton of returning guys. Hope-

fully we can move deeper into playoffs and even 

states next year.” Coach Herman said.  

Written by:  

Logan Perrone 

Senior captain Kyle Bennick 

sitting on a fastball.  
Photo: Michael Eggleston 

Senior Zach Masalski 

pitching for the Phantoms 

in Myrtle Beach. 

Photo: Michael Eggleston 

Senior Kyle Syrek at the 

plate. 
Photo: Michael Eggleston 

Junior Kevin Cushing sprints 

to first base. 

Photo: Lifetoucch 

Senior softball squad: Emily Buckwalter, Miranda 

McMahon, Jessica Anthony, Aubrey Valenteen, 

Ainsley McQuiston, Danielle Marosek, Tessa 

Lochetto, and Jessica Eldridge. 

Photo: Coach Anderson 

Senior Emily Buckwalter 

prepares to take a swing. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

The team gathers around 

to celebrate a win. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Senior Ainsley McQuiston 

looks to make a play. 

Photo: Lifetouch 



    
 
 

  There are a few undenia-

ble problems in Phoe-

nixville. The hallways are 

always crowded, the boys’ 

bathrooms are always trashed, and the boys’ 

lacrosse team always sucks. Until this year. 

Granted, the hallways are still super crowded 

and the boys’ bathrooms are still disgusting, but 

this spring season saw one of the most remarka-

ble turnarounds in Phoenixville athletic history: 

the historically-awful boys’ lacrosse team got 

good. Winning the most games in school histo-

ry, it seems that Phantoms Boys Lacrosse is 

finally on the rise. 
  The biggest change this season was the intro-

duction of a new coaching staff. Phoenixville 

Class of 2005 alumnus Chip Mittnacht, having 

served as the assistant coach last season, became 

the team’s new head coach. On his position, 

Coach Mittnacht said, “Being able to coach the 

team that I used to play for has been a dream 

come true. With so much great lacrosse in the 

area, Phoenixville should be good at lacrosse and 

I wanted to do whatever I could to help the team 

achieve the success it deserves.” 

  Flanked by assistant coaches Nick Mitchell and 

Ryan O’Neil (who graduated from PAHS last 

year), Coach Mittnacht focused on strategies that 

would lead the team to the quickest route to suc-

cess, while putting other distracting aspects of the 

game on the back burner. 
  Regarding the team, Mittnacht said, “With the 

caliber of talent that 

was apparent, I 

knew they would be 

successful if they 

played the game the 

way it is supposed to 

be played.” And it 

worked, resulting in 

an overall record of 

10-9, with a 5-6 

record in the PAC, 

the best record in 

Phoenixville Boys’ 

Lacrosse history, as 

well as the team’s 

first-ever district 

playoff berth. 

  The varsity starters were senior Derek 

Bullotta, sophomore Drew LoPolito, and 

junior Matt Napolitana at attack, junior 

Danny Jackson, sophomore Jack Linko, 

and sophomore Lucas Kapusta at mid-

field, senior Matt LoPolito, junior Bren-

dan Jenkins, and senior Max Farbstein on 

defense, and senior Tim Bateman as goal-

ie. The captains were Matt LoPolito, 

Bullotta, and Bateman. 
  Regarding the solidity of the team, 

Coach Mittnacht said, “This team, as with 

Phoenixville’s identity as a town, possess-

es a very close-knit culture. The players 

know each other very well and this team 

acts as a family. I wanted to tap into this 

and use their intuition against the rest of 

the conference. Their closeness was 

apparent on the field.” 

  Many of the highlights of the season 

came during dramatic games. The boys’ 

lacrosse team won two games in over-

time this season, one against Twin Valley, in 

which Drew LoPolito scored the winning goal, a 

moment where he said he was “happy for the 

team; it was a group effort.” 

On Senior Night, the boys 

won in double overtime 

against Interborough, a night 

that captain Matt LoPolito 

described as “a picture perfect 

Senior Night; you can’t ask 

for much more than that.” The 

boys’ lacrosse team also made 

it to their first ever district 

playoff game against Radnor. 

Despite losing, the team made 

school history and were able 

to do so in front of their larg-

est crowd of the season. 

  For next season, the team 

plans to engage in serious off-

season training. Captains and 

departing seniors Bateman 

and Bullotta agreed that the 

“offseason grind” will be 

the key for the team’s future success. Bullotta 

reminded underclassmen to “put the time in. You 

can always do more,” with Bateman adding, “you 

always have to have a stick in your hand. You 

can’t just play lacrosse two months of the year. It 

has to be a lot more than that if we ever want to 

be as good as these bigger schools.” 

  Brendan Jenkins noted that the senior class was 

the “driving force of the team. They brought so 

much energy, experience, and knowledge.” 

Though the team is losing talent in the offseason, 

the team is in good shape. Regarding the depart-

ing senior class, Matt LoPolito said, “Don’t be 

disheartened by the leaving seniors. I think us 

seniors would all agree that the underclassmen 

have a lot more talent than we do and plenty of 

time to capitalize on it. We hope they do well 

when we’re gone.” 

  On the future of the team, Coach Mittnacht said, 

“I wholeheartedly and unequivocally expect this 

success to continue and grow. Having a full off-

season to develop and improve this program is 

going to be instrumental in helping the team to 

improve and move up the rankings in the PAC.”  

PAGE 20 THE PURPLE PRESS VOLUME 13; ISSUE 7 

→SPORTS← 

Girls’ Lacrosse: Teamwork makes the dream work 

Boys’ Lacrosse: The year that everything changed 

Written by:  

Miles Noecker 

   Lady Phantoms Lacrosse 

had a successful spring, as 

the team developed as a 

unit throughout the season 

to end on a high note. Led by Varsity Head 

Coach Aamina Thornton, Assistant Coach Don 

Seel, Junior Varsity Coach Jessica Thomas, and 

senior captains Kendall Beatty, Kylie Crovetti, 

and Abby Sims, the girls achieved an overall 

record of 6-11. 

   Going into the season, expectations were un-

certain, as the Phantoms had lost many key play-

ers to graduation last year. The team was un-

doubtedly a young one, presenting a host of 

challenges for experienced players and newcom-

ers alike. For example, Coach Thornton stated, 

“We had an adjustment to make because so 

many girls did not play varsity last year.” As a 

result, as the season began, the captains knew 

that “it was going to be crucial for the older girls 

on the team to get to know and work with the 

incoming players,” Crovetti said.  

   Despite the trials the team was set to face, they 

went into the season with strong optimism. A 

major theme this year was emphasis on positives 

and less focus on situa-

tions out of the team’s control, according to 

Coach Thornton. “All of the players on this team 

going into the season had great attitudes and 

positive energies, so I expected to have a close 

knit team of girls,” Beatty stated. 

   The young Lady Phantoms grew together 

throughout the 

season, and 

were able to 

gel on the field 

by the end. 

This teamwork 

earned the girls 

wins in three of 

their last four 

games. “I think 

we did a great 

job in learning 

how to work 

and play togeth-

er, which is 

hard to do when 

you haven't 

played with a 

lot of the girls 

on the team 

before,” said Sims. Fittingly, 

the culmination of the team’s 

hard work took place on their 

Senior Night, in an intense 

matchup against Upper Meri-

on. Having lost to the same 

team by a large deficit earlier 

in the season, the Lady Phan-

toms were prepared to put up 

a fierce fight. The team lost 

by just one goal with a minute 

left on the clock, but there 

wasn’t a girl on the field 

who didn’t play her 

heart out, making the 

coaches and captains 

proud. 

   While the skill and 

leadership of seniors 

Beatty, Crovetti, Sims, 

Katie Sullivan, and 

Natalie Rubino will be 

missed next year, the 

Lady Phantoms Lacrosse team has a bright 

future. Throughout this season, “The un-

derclassmen definitely stepped up and 

filled big roles on the field, especially when 

many varsity players were absent,” Beatty 

stated, preparing them for full-time leader-

ship roles in the coming years. With over 45 girls 

coming out for the team this year, and a loss of 

only five seniors, much of the team will have had 

the experience of playing together going into 

next spring. 

   Coach Thornton is looking to the future of the 

program with hope, and not just the nearer future 

of high school underclassmen. “We are looking 

forward to moving this program upwards from 

the 6th graders to the seniors,” she stated. “We 

are trying to create a lacrosse community here at 

PAHS.” 

Written by:  Kelly Kopera 

(Correspondent) 

Senior captain Natalie Rubino eyes 

up for a pass to a teammate. 

Photos: Lifetouch 

Senior captain Abby Sims dodges past 

Interborough offense, pushing the play up 

the field. 

Senior captain Kendall Beatty 

reaches to scoop the ball. 

Senior captain Katie Sullivan 

charges down the field. 

The team celebrates 

after a victory. 

The varsity starting defense: Matt LoPolito, 

Tim Bateman (goalie), Brendan Jenkins, 

and Max Farbstein. 

Photos: Mike Lantzy 

The entire team poses 

after their final victory of 

the regular season.  



   

 

 

   When one thinks about the 

Phoenixville Boy’s Tennis 

team, one word comes to 

mind: tradition. The boys’ 

tennis team has had successful history since 

1964, thanks to the enduring legacy left by long-

time coach Leo Scoda who coached the program 

for 52 years. Following two years of leadership 

under English teacher Mr. Curley, the 2017 sea-

son brought a new coach, and the success re-

mained the same. With a conference record of 8-

2 and an overall record of 10-3, the Phantoms 

had another very successful year. 

  The addition of first year head coach Ricardo 

Saad proved to be a vital factor in the team’s 

success. Saad has had 36 years of experience all 

over the world and has coached some of the top 

players in the world, including former #1 doubles 

player Jean-Julien Rojer. Assistant coach George 

Henry rounded out the coaching staff. Henry is a 

full-time international coach and coached tennis 

stars Venus and Serena Williams for 10 years. 

Together, these two coaches brought more than 

70 years of competitive coaching experience to 

Phoenixville. 

  A strength of the team this year was their 

“Phantom pride,” said coach Saad. With tough 

matches this year against solid teams, their effort 

was always consistent. Senior Christian 

Lehning said, “I knew we’d be a top tier 

team this season. We could've done better 

this year, but we still fought hard every 

match.” With only two losses (to Methac-

ton and Spring-

Ford) the Phantoms 

finished the season 

with a winning 

record (third overall in the PAC) and 

sent Mike Ellis and Graham Light to 

the PAC singles championships. In 

the tournament, Ellis placed second 

and Light finished fourth. Ellis then 

advanced to districts for the first 

time in his career, only to be 

knocked out in the first round. “For 

me, getting second in the conference 

in singles and then advancing into 

districts for the first time was a huge 

accomplishment,” said Ellis. 

  Next year Ellis will be attending 

Wilkes University to continue his 

tennis career. “My goal is to try and 

make the roster the 

first year and try to play as much as possible,” he 

said. 

  The usual varsity line up included first singles 

senior Ellis, second singles junior Light, third 

singles sophomore Daniel So.  First doubles 

consisted of Lehning/Joe Vaile, second doubles 

was Eric Nascari/Nick Deluca, third doubles was 

Shawn Fowler/Luke Morris, and fourth doubles 

J.T. Stevens/Andy Holmberg. The captains this 

year were Ellis and Light. 

     Graduating key players such as Lehning, 

Ellis, and Fowler will certainly set the team back 

due to their leadership on the court; however, 

Coach Saad is confident in the talent coming up 

from junior varsity. “The brightest spot on the 

team is the JV. They trained really hard. They 

improved as a consequence of it,” said Coach 

Saad. “Next year, many of these JV players will 

be in top spots. They have something essential to 

excel in our sport: humbleness. They are the 

future. And they will bring excellence to our 

tennis program.” 
  In the offseason Coach Saad expects the players 

to continue honing their skills and working on 

areas of improve-

ment. They will start 

practice approximate-

ly two weeks before 

the season and train 

on weekends. The 

coaches will also be 

hosting recruitment 

camps. “We will run 

a competitive camp 

throughout the sum-

mer, in the afternoon 

hours, to achieve 

that,” said Coach 

Saad. 

  Win or lose, the 

boys’ tennis program 

is a family. The 

strong winning tradi-

tion ties current play-

ers and alumni to-

gether. “My favorite part about our 

tennis program is how close of a team we are, 

and how we made so many memories together,” 

said Light. Lehning said, “My favorite part is that 

we have a winning attitude. This team is a legacy 

that's really great to be a part of.”  
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Boys’ Tennis: A long-standing tradition 

Written by:  

Sophia Kopko 

 

 

  As the year winds down to an 

end, we see many lasts happen-

ing, especially for our beloved 

seniors. The last prom, the last choir concert, the 

last AP test, and in this case, the last track sea-

son. The track team experienced a lot of success 

this year, from having a stellar performance at 

the Twin Valley Invitational, to building team 

morale and confidence, to sending two star ath-

letes to districts; and it is safe to say they had a 

great run this year! 

  The team had several good streaks this year, 

with stars Matt Garcia (senior), Natalee Serwatka 

(senior), Victoria Wright (junior), Ashlyn Duda 

(junior), Riley Kappenstein (junior), Gabe Puleo 

(freshman) and many others heading the leader-

board. Many students broke their per-

sonal records for their events, and went 

above and beyond Coach Winters’ 

expectations. 

  For example, Wright broke her per-

sonal record for both of her events; 

running an 8:33 for the 800 race, as 

well as a 5:40 for the mile. Duda also broke her 
personal record for javelin and 

discus; throwing a 111’6’’ and a 

93’. It seems that her hard work 

paid off, because this spring Duda 

and fellow teammate Kappenstein 

both qualified for districts in 

their respective throwing 

events. In reference to the 

season the team had, Duda 

stated: “In the first meet of the 

season...Riley and I were 

working together for the first time [and] we came 

in second place in the javelin (I threw my 111’ 

and she threw a 99’) which was a huge deal for 

us.” 
  On the boys’ team, Garcia led the team in shot 

put, throwing a 40-10.50. Alongside him was 

junior Bobby Strunk placing sixth in the 100 

meter dash, running an 11.69, as well as junior 

Zion Small, who placed second in the high jump 

with a 6-00.00. However, the biggest accom-

plishment of them all is that the 

entire boys’ team won the Frontier 

Division. 
  A proud Coach Winters stated, 

“The boys really got a huge 

boost in talent this year across 

all the event areas. The best 

thing was that our sprinters, 

throwers, jumpers, and distance 

guys all seemed to grow and 

progress at the same rate as the 

season went on. Typically, a 

team struggles in an event area 

or two, but I can honestly say it 

was a total team effort with all 

four phases coming together. 

We’re young and looking to 

defend again next year!” 

Some of the boys’ track 

standout players were seniors 

Matt Garcia and Matt Tweedie, 

juniors Jon Miller, Christian 

Schaaf, Sean O'Neal, Dorian County, and Isaac 

Gale, sophomore Connor Wilchusky, and fresh-

man Gabe Puleo, 

Coach Winters is incredibly proud of the girls 

and boys’ seasons. He has been coaching the 

team for four years, and each year it has been 

drastically growing in size and stamina. This 

year he assistant coaches were Jess Mahan, Matt 

Chiappetta, Jaimie Gray, Jay Nelson, and Me-

ghan Quinn. 

  This school year the PAC split into two confer-

ences, so “the big schools like Spring-Ford and 

Boyertown are in their own little pile, and then 

there’s the small schools,” Winters explained. 

This separation is extremely helpful because it 

allowed for the students to really win it all for 

the school and shine on the field. “The good 

news is, although we will miss the senior 

class a lot, we’re not really losing a whole lot 

of seniors. So, we’re going to be really really 

big AND good next year, and and a lot of the 

people who are scoring and doing really really 

big things are coming back. I feel like we 

could beat any team in future years, not just 

those that we’re competing against,” said 

Winters of his hopes for the years to come. 
   Not only did the team have a great season 

on the field, they had almost a more signifi-

cant year off  the field in the form of friend-

ships. “I’ll definitely miss the people. It was 

fun getting to know a lot of them,” said Matt 

Garcia of first year of being a part of the team. It 

seems the team also knows how to have a good 

time: “At the Twin Valley Invitational we 

brought a karaoke machine and we were just 

singing in the microphone, which was really 

fun,” stated Victoria Wright. 
  “I think winter was a lot of fun. We didn’t real-

ly get to go outside and do a lot of stuff; we were 

mainly doing technique, but just having that one-

on-one time with our coaches was a big deal,” 

Ashlyn Duda stated of her love for this season. 
    All in all, the track team has become a force to 

be reckoned with, sending two commended jun-

iors to districts, and it is clear to see that good 

coaching and team morale is the cause for it. The 

track team has many exciting success stories to 

look forward to in the seasons to come.  

Written by:  

Lauren Hoffman 

→SPORTS← 

Track and Field: The last leg 

Junior Graham Light crushes a 

forehand.  

Senior Shawn Fowler pumps up the 

team before a match.  

Senior Mike Ellis and junior Graham Light get 

instruction before a match. 

Photos: Lifetouch 

Senior Johnavin County 

competing in the Long 

Jump. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Senior Kelly Kopera 

dashing to the finish line. 

Photo: Lifetouch 

Senior Matt Garcia sprinting 
against Pope John Paul II. 

Photo: Mike Lantzy 

Senior Johnnie Cunningham hurdling 

at a meet against Upper Perk. 

Photo: Lifetouch 
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→SENIOR PLANS← 

ABERNATHY, SHYHEIM 

ALBERT, ERIC 

ALTEMUS, EMILY 

ANTHONY, JESSICA 

AOUADI, JASSER 

ASHRAF, NAIHA 

AUGUSTINE, DILLON 

BANKS, ASHLI 

BARNES, HEATHER 

BATEMAN, TIMOTHY 

BEATTY, KENDALL 

BEERY, LAURA 

BEHRMAN, FIONA 

BELL, SOPHIE 

BELLANO, NICOLAS 

BENNICK, KYLE 

BENNYHOFF, MORGAN 

BLAND, KATHRYN 

BLUME, DESTINY 

BRANCH, MATTHEW 

BRISTOL, MARGARET 

BROCK, LANA 

BROWN, JULIA 

BUCKWALTER, EMILY 

BUGH, JESSICA 

BULLOTTA, DEREK 

BURKEEN, NATHANIEL 

BURNS, SARAH 

BURTON, KARLY 

CARCAMO PORTILLO, MARIELA 

CARNEVALE, JAMES 

CASIANO, KAITLYN 

CASTRINOES, BRET 

CAVAN, EMILY 

CESPEDES, HENRIQUE 

CHIAPPETTA, BROOKE 

CHITTICK, ELLIE 

CIRCUS, BENJAMIN 

CLOSE, AVERY 

COFFMAN, SARAH 

COLL, MITCHELL 

CONNOR, MARK 

CONWAY, HAYLEY 

COOKE, MADELEINE 

COOPER, MEREDITH 

COPELAND, MATTHEW 

CORPENO VILLEGAS, JOSE 

CORRARO, GERALDINE 

COSTELLO, CAROLINE 

COUNTY, JOHNAVIN 

CROVETTI, KYLIE 

CRUZ, YADIRA 

CRUZ-NUNEZ, HEDIT 

CUNNINGHAM-DELABAR, JOHNNIE 

CURRAN, ROBERT 

DATHE, SARAH 

DAVIS, TIMOTHY 

DE LEON, STEVEN 

DELEONE, ALAINA 

DELLAQUILA, NICOLE 

DENI, LUKE 

DIMAURO, ALEXIS 

DIMAURO, LORRAINE 

DINH, HONG 

DINH, PRESTON 

DINH, TRUC 

DONATELLI, MARCELLA 

DOONAN, HANNAH 

DOWD, NATALIE 

DUFF, NATHANIEL 

DUNACUSKY, ANDREW 

ELDRIDGE, JESSICA 

ELLIS, MICHAEL 

ERB, KENNETH 

EVANS, AIDAN 

FABIUS, EMILY 

FAIN, MICHAEL 

FARBSTEIN, MAX 

FARELICE, KARL 

FELL, THOMAS 

DeSales University 

Montgomery County Community College 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

Delaware County Community College 

Pennsylvania State University, Schreyer Honors College 

Montgomery County Community College 

US Marines 

Employed 

Gap Year 

Pennsylvania State University 

Temple University 

Temple University 

Ithaca College 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

Temple University 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

King’s College 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

Montgomery County Community College 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

Kenyon College 

Oregon State University 

University of Pittsburgh 

Montgomery County Community College 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

Temple University 

Employed 

University of Pittsburgh 

Stevens Institute of Technology 

Pennsylvania State University 

Temple University 

Montgomery County Community College 

Pennsylvania State University, Altoona 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

Emerson College 

Gettysburg College 

Juniata College 

Daemen College 

Montgomery County Community College 

Pennsylvania State University 

Pennsylvania State University 

Pennsylvania College of Technology 

University of Pittsburgh 

Delaware County Community College 

Pennsylvania State University 

Drexel University 

Harcum 

The Ohio State University 

Temple University 

Delaware County Community College 

University of Pittsburgh 

West Virginia University 

Pennsylvania State University 

Employed 

Employed 

Temple University 

Montgomery County Community College 

University of Virginia 

Unknown  

Unknown 

Cabrini University 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

University of Pittsburgh 

Employed 

Wilkes University 

Military 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

University of Pittsburgh 

Wilkes University 

Employed 

US Marines 

Boston College 

Montgomery County Community College 

Pennsylvania State University 

University of Pittsburgh 

Lackawanna College 

FELTNER, JESSE 

FIELDS, AMANDA 

FIRSTER, BENJAMIN 

FLORIO, ANNA 

FOWLER, SHAWN 

FRANK-VINSON, EZEKIEL 

GAFFNEY, THOMAS 

GARCIA VILLEGAS, JOANNE 

GARCIA, MATTHEW 

GAVIN, SADIE 

GIBSON, MITCHELL 

GILROY, PATRICK 

GINGRICH, APRIL 

GODLIMAN, ISABELLA 

GOLDBERG, CARLY 

GRAEFF, PAUL 

GRAHAM, DAKOTA 

GRAMMERSTORF, KRISTA 

GRANT, JOSHUA 

GREEN, NASIR 

GREENWALT, OLIVIA 

GRIFFITHS, CONNOR 

GROVES, LILY 

HANDIAN, ALICIA 

HARPER, MATTHEW 

HARTSON, KALEIGH 

HASKELL, JORY 

HAYWARD, JOSHUA 

HECK, KEVIN 

HERSCHELL, HUNTER 

HIHI, ENOLA 

HOFFMAN, LAUREN 

HOLMBERG, EMILY 

HOOK, COLIN 

HORAN, KALEIGH 

HORTON, KAYLEIGH 

HRYNKOW, JORDAN 

HUGGLER, DAVID 

HUSSIN, ELIZABETH 

IGLER, BROOKE 

INGBER, LARA 

JAMES, JERRON 

JENNINGS, CHARLOTTE 

JOHNS, CAMERON 

JOHNS, KAYLA 

JOHNSON, DURRON 

JONES, JULIA 

JONES, SARAH 

JOWDER, DALTON 

KERPER, EDWARD 

KEVRA, RILEY 

KIERNAN, GRACE 

KNIGHT, INDIA 

KNIGHT, JORDAN 

KOCH, GLENN 

KOPERA, KELLY 

KOPKO, SOPHIA 

KRAUSE, RYAN 

KRUEGER, DAVID 

LAHCENE, PHILIP 

LANGAN, ELYSE 

LAPORTE, CAMERON 

LEHNING, CHRISTIAN 

LEMON, CHARLIE 

LEMON, EMILIE 

LINDLEY, ZACHARY 

LOCHETTO, TESSA 

LODUCA, KAYLEE 

LOPEZ CHOY, ELVIS 

LOPOLITO, MATTHEW 

LOUGHERY, JOSEPH 

MADERA, ELSA 

MAHIA, NICOLE 

MAL, CATHERINE 

MALDONADO MOLINA, JONATAN 

MALEC-BROWN, BRIELLE 

MALLOY, SEAN 

MAROSEK, DANIELLE 

MASALSKI, ZACHARY 

MASCIANGELO, KALI 

US Marine Corps 

Delaware County Community College 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Johns Hopkins University 

Temple University 

Blinn College 

Pennsylvania State University 

Montgomery County Community College 

University of Mount Union 

Reading Area Community College 

Harvard University 

Delaware County Community College 

Ithaca College 

Gwynedd Mercy University 

Temple University 

Cabrini University 

Saint Francis University 

Muhlenberg College 

Pennsylvania State University 

University of Mount Union 

Pennsylvania State University 

US Air Force 

Hofstra University 

Ursinus College 

Delaware County Community College 

Montgomery County Community College 

Employed 

Virginia Tech 

Temple University 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

McGill University 

The New School - All Divisions 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

James Madison University 

Unknown 

Temple University 

York College of Pennsylvania 

Employed 

University of Richmond 

Montgomery County Community College 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

Employed 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

Seton Hall University 

University of Delaware 

Gannon University 

Bryn Mawr College 

Temple University 

Montgomery County Community College 

Temple University 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

University of Richmond 

Arcadia University 

Marines 

Gap year 

College of William and Mary 

Eckerd College 

Pennsylvania State University, Altoona 

Marines 

Montgomery County Community College 

Seton Hall University 

Drexel University 

Miami University, Oxford 

Temple University 

East Carolina University 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Florida State University 

Montgomery County Community College 

Employed 

University of California, Berkeley 

Montgomery County Community College 

Northern Virginia Community College 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

Drexel University 

Houghton College 

Delaware County Community College 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

Misericordia University 

Virginia Wesleyan College 

Temple University 
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→SENIOR PLANS← 

MASSENBURG, ASYA 

MATTOX, CALVIN 

MCCALEB, MICHELE 

MCCANTS, DILLAN 

MCCARTNEY, JOSEPH 

MCDONNELL, EVA 

MCGIBBONEY, BRYKEIM 

MCGREADY, JAY 

MCMAHON, MIRANDA 

MCQUISTON, AINSLEY 

MELLI, VINCENT 

MENEZES, INGRID 

MERCER-SMITH, SAVANNAH 

MESZAROS, PHILIP 

MILES, TIMOTHY 

MILLER, CHRISTINA 

MILLS, CHASE 

MONACHELLI, AMANDA 

MULZET, CATHERINE 

MURPHY, DANIEL 

MURPHY, JOHN 

MURPHY, MEGAN 

NATTLE, DOMINIC 

O'CONNOR, ARMON 

O'LEARY, HANNAH 

OSISEK-BYRNE, MATTHEW 

OTERO, JENNIFER 

PATANIA, TAYLOR 

PEREZ, ALICIA 

PETTIGREW, JOSHUAH 

PHILLIPS,  MATTHEW 

PHILLIPS, SEAN 

PINELLI, DOMINIC 

POWERS, AUSTIN 

PU LUX, MARCOS 

QUINN, CASSANDRA 

QUINNAN, KALEIGH 

RAMIREZ, LIMA 

RAMOS ALFARO, STEPHANY 

RESUTA, HANNAH 

REYES, MERCEDEZ 

RICHTER, JULIA 

RIGGINS, CATHERINE 

RITTER, EMILIE 

ROBERTSON, DYMOND 

ROBINSON, CAILIN 

ROJAS, HELI 

ROMANCE, TANNER 

RONCA, AUSTIN 

ROSSMAN, EDWARD 

RUBINO, NATALIE 

RUDDY, MYRANDA  

SADOWSKI, JAMES 

SAEGER, JOSHUA 

SANCHEZ, JUAN 

SANDS, JOSHUA 

SANKAR, ARUN 

SAUNDERS, CARLASIA 

SEAMAN, MAX 

SEIDEL, ALEXANDER 

SEMPLE, JORDAN 

SERRANO-GARCIA, ERIC 

SERWATKA, NATALEE 

SHAFER, NINA 

SHILLINGER, MARGARET 

SIERZEGA, DANIEL 

SIMENSON, HOPE 

SIMES, BRANDON 

SIMS, ABIGAIL 

SKOMSKY, TYLER 

SNIDER, WESLEY 

SPOSATO, ERICA 

STELTZ, JARED 

STEWART, KILEY 

STRAKA, JACOB 

SULLIVAN, KATHERINE 

SUTTON, NICHOLAS 

SWAVELY, JASON 

SYREK, KYLE 

TADEO, SALVADOR 

American University of Rome 

US Marines 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

Montgomery County Community College 

La Salle University 

Eastern University 

Employed 

Employed 

Towson University 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

Employed 

Delaware County Community College 

Pennsylvania State University, Brandywine 

The Catholic University of America 

University of Pittsburgh 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

Career Education 

University of Delaware 

University of Pittsburgh 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Montgomery County Community College 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

Widener University 

Montgomery County Community College 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Gap year 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Employed 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Employed 

Pennsylvania State University, Brandywine 

Delaware County Community College 

Montgomery County Community College 

Pennsylvania State University 

Employed 

Employed 

University of Mississippi 

Employed 

The New School - All Divisions 

Temple University 

Temple University 

West Virginia University 

Elizabethtown College 

Universal Technical Institute 

Temple University 

The Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College 

Susquehanna University 

Elon University 

Employed 

West Virginia University 

Muhlenberg College 

Employed 

Military 

University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown 

Cosmetology school 

Northeastern University 

University of Pennsylvania 

Delaware County Community College 

Employed 

Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania State University 

Employed 

Employed 

Montgomery County Community College 

University of Delaware 

University of Pittsburgh 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

North Carolina State University 

Temple University 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania State University 

Pennsylvania State University 

Pennsylvania State University 

Roanoke College 

University of Pittsburgh 

Employed 

TAGUE, MATTHEW 

TAMMARO, TAYLOR 

THOMAS, TYSHAWN 

TIHANSKY, TAYLOR 

TWEEDIE, MATTHEW 

VALDOVINOS, MATTHEW 

VALENTEEN, AUBREY 

VARADY, SYDNEY 

VELASQUEZ POSPOY, PAMELA 

VIVAS VILLEGAS, MARIA 

VOLLMER, QUINN 

WAGNER, KYLE 

WALSH, MAKENNA 

WALTERS, FLOYD 

WALTERS, MASON 

WANNER, WESLEY 

WASHINGTON, COREY 

WATSON, JOSHUA 

WATTS, JORDAN 

WEISS, AARON 

WHITAKER-BERRY, KISHON 

WHITE, CHRISTIAN 

WHITMAN, MORGAN 

WILLIAMS, DECONTEE 

WILLIAMS, RICHARD 

WILSON, HALEY 

WILSON, NICOLE 

WOODS, NATALIE 

YANCIK, JULIA 

YATSKO, JACOB 

YOUNG, HANNAH 

ZARZEKA, ASA 

ZWIEBEL, TRAVIS 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

Montgomery County Community College 

Montgomery County Community College 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania State University 

The University of Texas, El Paso 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania State University, Altoona 

Delaware County Community College 

Employed 

Pennsylvania State University, Schreyer Honors College 

Employed 

Wilkes University 

Delaware County Community College 

Gap Year then Coast Guard possibly 

Pennsylvania State University, Brandywine 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

University of Pittsburgh 

Employed 

Cedarville University 

Montgomery County Community College 

Delaware County Community College 

North Carolina State University 

Universal Technical Institute 

Montgomery County Community College 

Immaculata University 

Immaculata University 

Montgomery County Community College 

Gettysburg College 

Delaware County Community College 

Employed 

Culinary Arts School 

Employed 
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